PENNY-WISE 

© The Official Publication of Early American Coppers, Inc. 



Volume XXXIV Number 3 

MAY 15, 2000 Consecutive Issue #198 

Copyright, 2000, Early American Coppers, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


TABLE OF 

CONTENTS 

Directory of Officers 

Page 104 


Harry E. Salyards 

105 

Editor's Introduction 

ORIGINAL ARTICLES 

William R. Eckberg 

106 

Who Made the Half Cents of 1793? 

Ray Williams 

114 

N. J. Coppers, Part 46: Maris 16-d, 16-s and 16-L 

Craig Sholley 

118 

The 1794 “Marred Field” Cents 

Michael J. Wierzba 

121 

New Jersey Condition Census 

MEETINGS & MEMBERSHIP 

Red Henry 

127 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting, March 25 

Sondra Beymer 

127 

Ladies’ Tour at EAC 2000 

128 

Contributors to EAC Reception, April 6 

Rod Burress 

129 

EAC Medallion for the Year 2000 


130 

EAC Sale Prices Realized 

Harry E. Salyards 

132 

EAC President’s Award to Tom Reynolds 

Denis W. Loring 

133 

EAC Annual Meeting, April 9 

Greg & Lisa Heim 

135 

Half Cent Happening at EAC 2000 

Jon Warshawsky 

135 

Large Cent Happening at EAC 2000 

Jon Warshawsky 

137 

1794 ‘Whist’ at EAC 2000 

March Wells 

138 

President’s Message 

Bob Grellman 

140 

Open Letter on the State of EAC 

Tom Reynolds 

141 

EAC Sale 

Bill Noyes 

144 

“Horse Pucky” 

Fred Lake 

147 

Additional Convention Photos 

Chuck Heck 

151 

NY-NJ Meeting Announcement & Coins for Kids 

Rod Burress 

152 

Candidates for Membership 

MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTOR NOTES 


Denis W. Loring 

153 

One Little Idea 

Larry Knee 

154 

The Opened Open Collar 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

155 


FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 

SWAPS AND SALES 

159 



- 103 


XXXIV /1 98 


EAC OFFICERS 1999 THRU 2002 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 


President: 

Vice President: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Membership: 

PW Editor: 

Librarian: 

Historian: 

Sale Cataloger: 


March Wells, Jr., 2407 Tuckaho Road, Louisville, KY 40207 
Bob Grellman, PO Box 951988, Lake Mary, FL 32795 
John D. Wright, 1468 Timberlane Drive, St. Joseph, Ml 49085 
Denis Loring, PO Box 363, New York, NY 10101 
Rod Burress, 9742 Leacrest, Cincinnati, OH 45215 
Harry Salyards, MD, 606 North Minnesota, Hastings, NE 68901 
Mabel Ann Wright, 1468 Timberlane Drive, St. Joseph, Ml 49085 
Peter C. Smith, 2424 4 th Street, NE, #12, Minneapolis, MN 55418 
Tom Reynolds, PO Box 24529, Omaha, NE 68124 


Region #1 New England (ME, NH, VT, MA, Rl, CT) 

Chairman: Joel Spingarn PO Box 782 Georgetown, CT 06829 

Secretary: George Trostel 49 Bristol Street Southington, CT 05489 


Region #2 (NY, NJ) 

Chairman: Chuck Heck 1623 Washington Avenue Bohemia, NY 11716 

Secretary: Don Valenziano PO Box 223 Hicksville, NY 11801 

Region #3 Mid-Atlantic (PA, MD, DE, VA, W, DC, NC) 

Chairman: Bill Eckberg PO Box 25181 Alexandria, VA 22313 

Secretary: Red Henry PO Box 2498 Winchester, VA 22604 


Region #4 Southeast (FL, GA, AL, MS, SC, TN) 

Chairman: Cindy Grellman PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795 

Secretary: Don Weathers PO Box 280195 Memphis, TN 38168 


Region #5 North Central (OH, Ml, Wl, MN, IN, IL, ND, SD, NE, KY, IA) 

Chairman: RodWidok 259 Wood Street Inverness, IL 60010 

Secretary: Joe Tomasko PO Box 388386 Chicago, IL 60638 


Region #6 South Central (KS, AR, LA, MO, OK, CO, NM, TX) 

Chairman: Earl Sullivan 3324 East Orange Pearland, TX 77581 

Secretary: Chris McCawley PO Box 2967 Edmond, OK 73083 


Region #7 West (CA, WA, OR, MT, WY, UT, ID, AZ, NVF, HI, AK) 

Chairman: Jon Warshawsky 10927 Caminito Arcada San Diego, CA 92131 

Secretary: Phil Moore PO Box 396 Van Nuys, CA 91408 


Region #8 Internet 

Chairman: Mark Switzer dc181@ola.com 

Webmaster: Jon Lusk cd@roms.com 


Penny-Wise , published continuously since 1967. 

Founding Editor: Warren A. Lapp, MD (1915-1993), Editor in Chief 1067-1986 

Editor in Chief: Harry E. Salyards, MD, 1986 - 

Contributing Editors: Denis W. Loring, John D. Wright, Herbert A. Silberman 

Typist: Debra A. Johnson, 119 Ringland Road, Hastings, NE 68901 

Printing: Lithotechnical Services, Inc., 1600 West 92 Street, Minneapolis, MN 55431 

-104- 


INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: PRESERVING THE MIDDLE 


Harry E. Salyards 

Grouper’ was the specialty of the house restaurant, at the convention hotel in Cape 
Canaveral— which is fitting, because EAC is about the group , and being members of the group . In 
that light, we obviously face some challenges, as the disparate viewpoints published in the 
Meetings and Membership” section of this issue amply demonstrate. I would only say that, 
insofar as possible, we need to keep egos out of it — for whatever decisions are made should be 
made in the best interests of the group . 

Having said that. I’d also like to express some concern about the middle of EAC— the 
middle class copper collectors, if you will. As economists have often pointed out, everybody likes 
to t hink they re in the middle; and politicians are always sucking up to that broadly-defined middle, 
with one gimmick or another; but there nonetheless is a real middle— just as there is in EAC. And I 
sense an increasing loss of focus on those collectors. 

There are a number of reasons for this. There is general price inflation, of course, which 
has long since taken the rarest varieties and highest grade pieces out of the reach of the middle. 
There is the basic human tendency to reach beyond one’s grasp, too— in the face of which, the 
many temptations displayed at an EAC convention, for example, may tempt a collector to compete 
for pieces that are really beyond his or her economic means. (And when that collector writes a 
check for that $5000 coin, they are no longer behaving as a middle class collector, any more than 
the home buyer taking on a half-million dollar mortgage is.) There is the understandable tendency 
of the member dealers to cater to collectors of large means— for even if the percentage profit is less, 
there’s still more money to be made more quickly selling that one $5000 coin than fifty $100 coins. 
There is also the economic impact of the sort of grade inflation that Dick Kurtz alludes to, in his 
letter published in this issue— the collector who has saved for months to purchase that choice Fine 
$-22, which ought to cost around $600, is going to pretty quickly lose interest when such a coin is 
only to be found in a VF-30 slab, at twice that amount. 

Nonetheless, I would submit to you that it’s the middle class collectors that will continue to 
make or break this organization... the people who annually scrape together a few hundred dollars to 
patiently build their collections; the people to whom anything in three figures is indeed “real 
money. These people, properly nurtured and educated, can indeed build collections of choice 
material— but they must be nurtured, not put down or ignored in favor of the high rollers. For 
these people tend to stick with it. You see them year after year at the EAC convention, plugging 
away at their collections, continuously refining their goals; whereas we’ve seen any number of 
high rollers come bursting in with a large splash of cash, only to vanish just as suddenly. 

And unlike the middle, the top end seems susceptible to continuous atrophy, as fewer and 
lewer feel that they are able to truly compete. One veteran member to whom I spoke at the recent 
EAC convention, a man who enthusiastically spent many thousands of dollars at a time, building 
his large cent collection back in the ‘70s, talked wistfully of how it had become “a game for 
millionaires”; how you’d “have to win the 50 million dollar lottery, so you’d have 25 million to 
spend on the coins.” 

Now I m not stoking the fires of economic envy, here. ..I congratulate those members who 
have had the economic success to compete for the very finest coins. But I would submit that this 
club can only be built from the middle . It can only endure from the middle . And I don’t think we 
are doing enough as an organization to foster those middle class copper collectors. 
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Who Made the Half Cents of 1793? 

William R. Eckberg 

Thirty-five thousand, three hundred thirty-four half cents worth $176.67 were 
delivered by the Mint in 1793. They were delivered in three batches: 7,000 on July 20, 
another 24,934 on July 26 and a final 3,400 on September 18. We also know that the 
planchets for half cents were completed, including milling (edge lettering) by the 
middle of May. This suggests that the half cents were struck sometime between early 
June and mid September. Craig Sholley has recently provided me with two 
documents from the National Archives, one of which has evidently never before 
been studied by numismatic researchers. They are the account book of Henry Voigt, 
Chief Coiner of the Mint (1), and the newly discovered and unaudited receipt book 
for copper coins of the Treasurer of the Mint (2). In 1793, the Treasurer was Tristram 
Dalton. This latter book gives delivery dates for the early cents and half cents that do 
not always jibe with the official delivery dates that have been cited by Cohen, Breen, 
Julian and others. During the early years (until 1803) most of the delivery dates agree 
quite closely with the official, audited figures cited by others. However, from 1804- 
1811, the breakdown of delivery dates is much more detailed. Analysis of these data 
will follow in future issues of Penny-Wise; Craig Sholley will analyze the large cent 
data, and I will examine the half cent data. This report will be devoted to the 1793 
half cent issues. 

Together with previous published data including die state data, the newly discovered records 
can tell us not only when the 1793 half cents were coined, but when the copper was cast and 
rolled, when the planchets were milled and the exact day each of the four die varieties was minted. 
In addition, these documents tell us precisely who minted the first half cents. 

Dies 

We know that the half cent dies of 1793 were fully hand-engraved, but we do not 
know for certain who engraved them. There were several men working in the 
engraving shop at the Mint that spring and summer. Various authorities have 
attributed the half cent dies to one or more of the following: Henry Voigt (the Cham 
AMERI and Silver Center Cent dies have also been attributed to him), Adam 
Eckfeldt (the 1792 disme obverse has been attributed to him), William or Robert 
Birch (one of whom was the engraver of the 1792 pattern large cents and possibly the 
disme reverse), or Joseph Wright (the designer of the 1792 "quarter dollar" pattern 
and the capped bust large cents with the head of 1793). 

I suggest that we can exclude Birch and Voigt as engravers of the obverse die, as its style 
differs too markedly from that of the other pieces attributed to them. However, either or both could 
have worked on the reverses. The placement of the berries on the reverse is reminiscent of that on 
Voigt’s silver center cent, whereas the ribbon ends recall those of the Birch cent. However, the 
first half cent reverse has a period after AMERICA. Such punctuation seems to have been a 
peculiarity of Wright's engraving, so I believe that he is the most likely engraver of the first of the 
three reverses. As Chief Coiner, it would seem that Mr. Voigt would have been busy overseeing 
the production of the Wreath Cents when the half cent dies were made, so I suggest that the second 
and third reverses were the products of Birch. Eckfeldt may have been involved as well, but there 
is no clear evidence linking him to either reverse die, and he probably made the obverse dies. 


- 106 - 


The elimination of Voigt and Birch leaves Wright and Eckfeldt as possible engravers of the 
obverse dies. Taxay (3) and Breen (4) attribute the first obverse to Eckfeldt. Cohen (5) and Julian 
(6) attribute it to Wright on the basis that it shows too much skill to be Eckfeldt’ s work; Cohen 
attributed the second (hooked bust) obverse to Eckfeldt as a copy of Wright’s smooth bust. 

However, the bustline of obverse 1 and the facial relief on both obverses are very similar to 
those on Eckfeldt's disme. The engraving of the hair on both obverses is also similar to that on the 
disme. Neither obverse exhibits a period after LIBERTY or the date. Furthermore, the modeling of 
the bust and hair do not show the subtlety and softness that characterize Wright's pattern quarter 
and capped bust large cent dies. Finally, Eckfeldt testified in court in 1803 (4) that the 1793 half 
cent was an example of his work (though he could have meant other aspects of the coin than the 
engraving of the die). Accordingly, I think it most likely that Eckfeldt produced both obverses. 

Neither Cohen nor Julian thought that the less-skilled Eckfeldt would have been given the job 
had the more-skilled Wright been available. This is a very reasonable contention, but it assumes 
that Wright was available when the die was cut. One reasonable explanation is that 
one or both of the obverse dies was begun before Wright arrived at the mint in late 
June or early July. I suggest that the first obverse (at least) was completed around the 
middle of May, more than one and one-half months before Wright joined the Mint 
staff. The planchets are known to have been completed, including the edge milling 
and cleaning by May 15 (see below). It makes no sense to me that the Mint would 
have blanked, milled and cleaned the planchets if it did not expect them to be coined 
very soon. Thus, the dies must have been thought to be ready or nearly ready in 
mid-May. Why were the coins not struck immediately? Perhaps the first reverse die 
made was fatally flawed or shattered immediately, and coinage had to wait for the 
new die Wright produced. The similarities between the Birch cent reverse and the 
half cent reverse have been noted often. However, Voigt's silver center cent reverse 
is even more like that of the half cent than is Birch's. Wright, Voigt and Birch were 
obviously working on a common motif. 

Planchet Preparation 

As there was no assayer yet, the employees of the coining room performed all 
operations from the casting of the ingots to the rolling of strip, blanking and milling 
of the planchets and striking of the coins. History has long known the names of the 
Mint officers and those who worked as engravers; the new information identifies 
the men who did the real work in the Mint. According to Voigt's account book, the 
following men were employed in the coining room between April and September, 
1793: Thomas Warwick, John Schreiner, Lewis Lamange, Nicholas Sinderling, 
Thomas Flude, John Ward, Patrick Ryon, William Ward, Daniel Gerard, Jacob Bay, 
John York, Mathias Sumers and Jonathan Zolinger. Of these, only Schreiner and 
John Ward were still employed in the Mint in late 1795 (7). Bay seems to have spent 
nearly all of his time cutting punches, but he also spent time coining large cents; he 
was fined for drunkenness twice during that first summer. York, Flude and Gerard 
spent time coining cents. Flude also refined steel and repaired the furnace. Sumers 
and Zolinger usually worked as laborers. The rest are described most days only as "in 
the shop". 

The first entry that can be associated with half cent coinage appears Monday, 
April 29. Flude and Gerard are described as "casting all night." Mr. Flude had been 
repairing the furnace the preceding Fryday (sic) and Saturday. Flude and Gerard 
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continued casting on April 30. On May 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 the same gentlemen spent 
their time rolling, annealing and cleaning the copper strips. Cast ingots were washed 
with salt water (the Mint purchased many bushels of salt during the spring and 
summer of 1793), rinsed and wiped before going to the rollers; the rolled strips were 
washed in hot water to remove lubricants (3). They were then annealed by heating 
and sent to the planchet cutter. 

No entries tell exactly when the blanking (planchet cutting) was done or by whom (presumably 
it was one of those “in the shop”), but it must have begun on or before May 3, as William Ward 
and Sumers first spent “3/4 day milling 1/2 Cts” on that day. This milling consisted of using a 
hand-turned Castaing press to upset the rims and add the edge lettering. Ward continued milling the 
half cent planchets on May 4, 6, 7 and 8, finishing with a half day on May 9. The Castaing press 
could mill as many as 10,000 planchets per day (3). Assuming no wastage, Ward milled an 
average of 6,730 planchets per workday. 

Flude and Gerard spent May 7 and 8 “cleaning copper”. This wash evidently involved crude 
potassium sulfate (3). On May 10 and 11, they further cleaned and annealed the planchets. On May 
14, Gerard spent 3/4 day cleaning planchets; on May 15, Flude spent all day and Gerard 1/2 day 
“Cleaning 1/2 Cts”. Thus, by May 15, 1793 all of the half cent planchets were blanked, milled and 
annealed — ready to be coined. The finished planchets then remained untouched for over two 
months. A possible explanation for this long delay was given above. 


Coinage 


The actual minting of the half cents began on "Fryday" July, 19^, 1793 (Figure 1). 
On this day, Flude and Gerard were "Coining 1/2 Cents". They produced enough 
that the coiner delivered 7,000 to the Treasurer the next day (Figure 2). Flude and 
Gerard were again "coining" on Monday, July 22. Since the book does not specify 
that they were coining half cents, they probably spent that day coining Wreath Cents, 
as half cents are specified as their product for each of the next three days (July 23, 24 
and 25). However, this is uncertain as there were no further cent deliveries reported 
until mid-September. On July 26 an additional 24,934 half cents was delivered to the 
Treasurer, representing most or all of the output of July 23-25. Which half cents 
were minted which day? I believe that the emission sequence can answer this 
question, as I will show below. An additional delivery of 3,400 half cents was made 

on September 18 t ^ / although this was not recorded in the Mint Treasurer's book. It 
is unclear when these were coined as there are no further entries describing the 
production of half cents through August 14, and there are no entries in the Voigt 
book from August 15 to September 19. When were these last 1793 half cents coined? 
I believe that die state evidence can provide the answer to this question. 


- 108 - 



Figure 1 . Account Book of Chief Coiner Henry Voigt entry dated July 19, 1793, the 
first day of coinage of half cents by the U. S. Mint. Note that Flude and Gerard are 
described as "Coining 1/2 Cents." A larger copy of this figure can be downloaded 
from the Internet at http://138.238.136.110/figl.jpeg. 
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Figure 2. The Treasurer of the Mint: Receipts for Copper Coins entry dated July 20, 
1793. This was the first delivery of half cents. A larger copy of this figure can be 
dowloaded from the Internet at http:/ /138.238.136.110/fig2.jpeg. 
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We know from die state evidence (4, 8) that the order of the mintage is 
C1>C2>C3>C4. Cl and C2 share a common obverse that is always rough on the C2s; 
C2 and C3 share a common reverse that is rough in the C3s; C3 and C4 share a 
common obverse which develops minor defects during the striking of the C4s. The 
only die that develops a major break is the reverse of Cl; the obverse roughness was 
evidently not considered serious as much of the Cl and the entire C2 variety were 
coined from the deteriorated die. 

Which variety(ies) were coined on which day? The answer to this question is at first very 
simple, but raises one intriguing question. The simplest interpretation is that a different variety was 
struck in its entirety each of the four days in which half cents were coined. As the dies were locked 
away at the end of each day, getting one or more new dies each new day would be simple. Thus 
the Cl would have been struck on July 19 and delivered the next day, the C2 would have been 
struck on July 23, the C3 on July 24 and the C4 on July 25. By this reasoning, the entire mintage 
of Cl was coined the first day. Independent support for this interpretation comes from the relative 
abundance of the varieties. All four are R3. The Cl is R3+; the others are supposed to be 
mid-R3 with the C4 slightly more common than the other two (9). If they did the 
striking over all 5 days, we would not expect the varieties to be so equally abundant, 
unless they swapped dies during each day. Lacking evidence of die failure, there is 
no reason to suspect this. 

The failure of the Cl reverse die could explain why fewer were struck from this 
die combination than from any of the three that followed. That a complete cud 
developed on the reverse die may be taken as evidence that the reverse was used as 
the hammer die. 

The intriguing question is that if the entire mintage of Cl was done in one day, what happened 
to the obverse die to make it deteriorate in the middle of the mintage? The deterioration of obverse 1 
has been called rusting (4, 8). It is unclear how a die can rust significantly if it is only used for one 
day. I do not know why this difficulty has not been raised before. However, having raised the 
issue, I will leave the question of what happened to this die to others better versed in metallurgy. 

What of the 3,400 delivered in September? Was there another small run of half cents? There is 
no evidence for such a run, so I suggest that these were among the group coined in July but were 
not delivered until September. It may have thus been composed of any or all of the varieties. If is 
was a separate mintage, however, the number delivered that day was small and would not greatly 
influence the total of any variety. 

The cost of the 1793 half cents 

How much did it cost the Mint to produce $176.67 worth of half cents in 1793? 
Voigt's book tells us that Flude earned $1 per day; Gerard, W. Ward and Sumers 
each was paid about 80tf per day. Their labor for casting, rolling, annealing, blanking 
and coining comes to $27.68 (Flude: $13.00, Gerard: $9.80, Ward: $4.20, Sumers: 
$0.68). If this sounds like a good deal, there were many more costs. Henry Voigt, as 
Chief Coiner, received a salary of $1,500 per year. During 1793 the large cent coinage 
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amounted to $1,113.96. Prorating his salary at 13.7% for the half cents, his work cost 
$205.33. Assuming no wastage, the 35,334 planchets at 104 grains each weighed 
approximately 525 pounds. During June, the coiner paid 17-20$ per pound for 
copper. At 17$ the 525 pounds would have cost $89.25; at 20$ it would have cost 
$105.00. Thus, the cost to the Congress of the coining room work on the half cents 
was a minimum of $322.26 and probably more. This does not even include the cost 
of forging, turning and engraving the dies or the salaries paid to the Director and 
other salaried employees. It is no wonder that Congress wanted to abolish the Mint 
and contract out the coinage! 

Summary 

We now know that three men — Thomas Flude, Daniel Gerard and William 
Ward — were responsible for most of the work in the coining room on the 1793 half 
cents, with some help from a fourth: Mathias Sumers. Possibly others were 
involved in the blanking process. Adam Eckfeldt, Joseph Wright and Birch were 
most likely responsible for the dies. 

The next time you hold a 1793 half cent in your hand, keep in mind that real 
workmen made it — not some abstract governmental entity called "The Mint". 
Remember to thank Thomas Flude and Daniel Gerard for casting and rolling the 
copper and striking the coin. Thank William Ward (and possibly Mathias Sumers; 
for lettering the edge. Perhaps it would even be appropriate for you to raise a glass to 
the memory of Jacob Bay who produced the letter punches, was twice fined for 
drunkenness and would, like Wright, soon die from yellow fever. And don t forget 
about the 7,000-8,000 mint red gem uncirculated 1793 half cents these workmen 
produced each day during that hot July, 207 years ago (10). 
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1793 Half-Cents. 



The general design resembles the “Liberty-cap” cents of this year, with 
the reverse of the “Wreath” cents. The bust faces left; the head is bound 
by a narrow ribbon ; liberty cap and pole to right. The reverse has wreath 
of laurel and berries) half-cent within, 1-200 below. There are three obver- 
ses and three reverses, making four varieties and one swfi-variety, the latter 
caused by a cracked die. 


132 Collectors Have Joined the Early-Date Report! 

Are you among them? If not, YOUR COLLECTION IS WANTED! This detailed, 
ranked census of large cent collections is published on January 31 st and July 31 st of 
each year. EDR now includes 1 32 collections, with well over 1 7,000 specimens. Only 
EDR members receive copies of the report. Yourprivacy and securityareassured, and 
no part ofyouraddressispublishedinanyform. Still indoubt? ’’"Just ask an EDR member." 

Tojoin us, just sendfora collection listing sheet, orsendanyneatlistgivingthenetgradeofthe best 
example of each early-date variety in your collection. We suggest that you have at least most of a date set 
(1793-1 814)inordertojoin.Thosejoiningnowwillreceiveacopyofourlatest 48-page edition. Deadline 
for ournext issue is July 1 8th, for publication on the31 st! 

The Early-Date Report - Red Henry, EAC#3718 - P.O. Box 2498 - Winchester, Va. 22604 

fax (540)877-2422 -redhenry@visuallink.com 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 46: MARIS 16-d, 16-S and 16-L 

Ray Williams 

It’s now been 4 months since the 5 th Annual C-4 Convention, and the 7 th New Jersey Copper 
Symposium. There were over 60 attendees at the symposium. Lou Jordan talked about the Notre Dame 
web site and the many pages devoted to New Jersey Coppers. Mike Wierzba and I talked about our 
respective condition censuses. Mike gave out material on the condition census he and Roger Siboni are 
working on. Dennis Wierzba talked about the Maris Plate coins and Nagy Plate coins. Don Partrick, 
ANS President, explained the direction of ANS, his personal goals for the ANS and talked about the new 
location. Buell Ish took the initiative to contact 15 hard core New Jersey collectors, and had them each 
contribute two of their coins for a public exhibit. The result was an eye-popping accumulation of rarities 
that would be any cataloger’s dream to research. 

On to New Jersey Coppers... We’ll be examining the Maris 16 obverse with d, S and L reverses. 
Maris 16-J was analyzed earlier by John Griffee. This obverse is know as the “protruding tongue” 
because of a die break at the horse’s mouth. Although Tom Madigan lists 7 die states, there are 3 easily 
recognizable die states: (1 ) Perfect, (2) “Tongue” break without die chip and (3) “Tongue” break with die 
chip. To the best of my knowledge, these obverse die states appear on the 16-L only, and the other Maris 
1 6 varieties are known in perfect state only. 

The following die descriptions are Dr. Maris’ from his classic work. We should all dust off our 
copies and re-read it occasionally. The Coins of New Jersey was a great accomplishment and remarkably 
accurate for its day (1881). ..On to the descriptions: 

Maris 16 - “Straight beam, bent up at the end; long nose; legend near the plow; scroll prolonged to left, as 
in no other instance” 

Maris L - “Shield round; Middle chief point is nearer the dexter than the sinister chief point” 

Maris S - “Short, heart-shaped shield. A defect in the die appears on the edge, over the letter ‘R’” 

Maris d - “The middle chief point nearly touches the ‘U’ in PLURIBUS, the sinister nearly grazes ‘U’ in 
UNUM. There is a point on the border of the shield, opposite the last star.” 

Maris 16-d 

According to the First NJ Copper Symposium and John Lorenzo’s 
Rev. 5 Condition Census, there are four specimens know to exist, with a 
reference to others that have undertypes. Mike Wierzba and Roger Siboni 
have collaborated on a condition census (which was available at the 1999 
NJ Symposium) and their notes appear to be the most up to date: 



Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Maris # 





16-d Eastern Collection VF 

16-d Eastern Collection VF 


16-d NJHS F+ 

16-d Western Collection G 

16-d Several Others Rumored 


M & G, Griffee. d reverse of 
M43-d. Lot 72 
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Dr. Hall discovered this variety in 1893. It was unknown to Dr. Maris in 1881, and because the 
Guttag brothers did not include it in their 1927 work I must assume its existence was not common 
knowledge. Any further information on this or any other variety would be appreciated. This variety 
should be kept a rarity 7. 


M & G. Barnes. S reverse of 
M28-S. Lot 39 



Maris 16-S 


The Maris 16-S was purchased unattributed at a coin show in 
Florida, according to the First NJ Copper Symposium. Bill Pullen 
purchased this coin, brought it home and his brother (and respected coin 
dealer). Norm Pullen, identified it as a new pairing. To this date, the 
coin is still unique. The lesson here is to keep looking. . . the condition 
census is: 


16-S Eastern Collection F B. Pullen; Florida Coin Show 


Maris 16-L 

The 16-L has been traditionally classified as a Rarity 
1. If any NJ can be classified a true Rarity 1, this variety 
would qualify. I’m in total agreement with Dennis Wierzba 
that the most common New Jerseys are truly Rarity 3, BUT the 
time to make these changes across the board is not now (soon 
though). A rarity 1 it stays. 

Although the 16-L is commonly referred to as the 
“protruding tongue” variety, the 16 obverse is occasionally 
(rarely) encountered without the “tongue” but still paired with 
the L reverse. The die break at the horse’s mouth resembles a 
tongue, and there is typically a die chip near the rim and 
between the ‘R’ and ‘E’. This chip in the die has long been 
thought to be a rim cud. At the 1995 NJ Copper Symposium, 
an attractive example of an off center 16-L was displayed. The 
rim of the die could be seen still intact, and the die chip a little 
to the left. Although this late die state showed the rim intact, I 
can’t believe that the rim could have stayed that way until the 
die was retired. If anyone owns a 16-L with a full rim cud 
showing, please send me a picture. 

I own a low-grade example showing the tongue break 
without die chip. A West Coast friend showed me an early die 
state example he found unattributed at the 1999 C-4 
Convention. Please contact me if you own, or have seen 
plated, any 16-L’s with no tongue break or die chip. I’m going 
to go out on a limb and say that the 16-L with no tongue break 
is a Rarity 6; while with a tongue break but no die chip would 
be a rarity 7. Comments or tomatoes? 


M & G. Griffee Sale. Lot 25 
PROTRUDING TONGUE M.16-L 
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Itemized below are the Maris 16-L’s that are known to me through the participants of this survey. 
There are many auction appearances that may or may not be duplicates of the following coins, so here 
goes... 


Maris# 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

16-L 

Eastern Collection 

UNC 

Bushnell 

16-L 

Unknown 

UNC 

Spiro 


16-L 

NJHS 

AU 

Ex Canfield 

16-L 

Maryland Collector #1 

AU 

Ex Rock 2/29 

16-L 

CA Collector #3 

AU 

Stacks 1/99 Lot 86; Terranova; Davis-Graves 4/54 Lot 




55 

16-L 

D. Gladfelter 

XF 


16-L 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

XF 

Griffee Lot 25; FUN 1/91 Lot 24; B,B & R B&M 3/90 


Lot 1219; Ryder 
XF 
XF 

XF Reynolds 

XF 

XF Kissner (Damon Douglas) 

XF Frontenac 

XF Taylor 


16-L 

Connecticut State Library 

VF 

16-L 

R. Hulbert 

VF 

Ex Mituzas 

16-L 

S. Martin 

VF 

16-L 

D. Palmer 

VF 


16-L 

A. Pietri 

VF 


16-L 

NH Collector #1 

VF 

16-L 

C. Schettino 

VF 

EAN 

16-L 

L. Terrell 

VF 

Rock 

16-L 

L. Terrell 

VF 

Liberty Coins 

16-L 

D. Wierzba 

VF 

Bowers & Merena 

16-L 

D. Wierzba 

VF 


16-L 

C. Young 

VF 

L. Briggs 

16-L 

C. Young 

VF 

Long Beach Show 

16-L 

R. August 

VF 


16-L 

KS Collector #1 

VF 


16-L 

T. Madigan 

VF 

D. Palmer 

16-L 

P. Scherff 

VF 


16-L 

D. Townson 

VF 





16-L 

Noted Mid-West Collector 

F 


16-L 

Connecticut State Library 

F 


16-L 

T. Benford 

F 

3 Coins 

16-L 

New Jersey Collector #4 

F 


16-L 

R. Blaha 

F 


16-L 

Northeastern Collector 

F 


16-L 

E. Kucia 

F 

Valenziano 

16-L 

C. McDonald 

F 

Rinaldo 

16-L 

F. McGrath 

F 


16-L 

S. Tanenbaum 

F 

2 Coins 

16-L 

R. Williams 

F 

H. Garrett privately 


16-L J. Lorenzo 

16-L NY Collector #4 

16-L R. Moore 

16-L A. Pietri 

16-L Unknown 

16-L Unknown 

16-L Unknown 
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16-L 

Noted Mid-West Collector 

VG 

16-L 

ANA 

VG 

16-L 

NJHS 

VG 2 Coins 

16-L 

Connecticut State Library 

VG 2 Coins 

16-L 

R. Blaha 

VG Ex Rock 

16-L 

R. Blaha 

VG 

16-L 

R. Connell 

VG 

16-L 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

VG Colonial Trading (EDS - No obverse breaks) 

16-L 

G. Ivey 

VG Griffee; Barnes; Teaparty 

16-L 

S. Schaffer 

VG 

16-L 

K. Beukelaer 

VG 

16-L 

R. Williams 

VG (MDS - tongue break and no die chip) 



16-L 

J. Keesing 

G FUN 95 

16-L 

G. Lyman 

G 

16-L 

Ocean NJ Collector 

G 




16-L 

G. Webb 

AG Pratts Coin Shop 




16-L 

Newark Museum 

Unknown 

16-L 

ANS 

Unknown 3 Coins 

16-L 

Arkansas Collector #1 

Unknown 


I’d like to make a few last minute notes. The location of the 16-L’s in the Spiro, Kissner, 
Frontenac and Taylor sales are all unknown to me. Being among the finest known. I’d appreciate your 
help in locating them. 


Being it’s February 27 th as I mail these pages to Harry Salyards, I wonder how many readers 
recognized the die state of Lot 1060 in Stack’s March 15, 16, 2000 Sale. In my opinion, this is a high- 
grade rarity and it will be interesting to see what happens on the bidding floor. There are several auction 
houses that could learn from this cataloger — all NJ’s were classified by date, die variety, weight and 
known pedigree. I couldn’t believe in this day and age that another of the top 5 (my opinion) auction 
houses in the US had recently produced a catalog with quality NJ Coppers, some of which had no Maris 
numbers! If you receive a catalog that you’re unhappy with, let the firm know. 

While in a complaining state of mind... Am I alone in my astonishment when some auction 
houses increased their “buyers fee” from 10% to 15%? I’ve seen nothing in the numismatic press about 
this. I don’t know il the consignor’s lee has been lowered. If management of these companies don’t hear 
any complaints, they must assume all is OK, and if all is OK. . . why not go to an 1 8% buyers fee? 

Now that that’s out of my system, I just want to make a last note on die states of the 16-d and 16- 
S reverses. I’ve never seen either and I’m not aware of any that are plated. The pictures of the d and S 
dies shown here are meant only to show the reader what the die typically looks like. The die states and 
clash marks on genuine 16-d and 16-S coins are unknown to me. 

The next Condition Census will be on the Maris 17-J, 17-K and 17-b varieties. Please contact me 
with any information you have about the above varieties. Also, please consider being a part of this 
condition census, and please keep the comments coming. 

Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 
609-587-5929 raydianewilliams@juno.com 
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The 1794 “Marred Field” Cents 


Craig Sholley 

The 1794 “Marred Field” cents, Sheldon numbers 30, 31, 38, 39, 40, and NC2 are perhaps the 
most curious varieties of 1794; at least I find them so. So named due to a pair of heavy die chips 
in the left obverse field, these six varieties result from three supposedly different, but nearly 
identical, obverse dies. The “First Marred Field” obverse (number 11) was used on S30; the 
“Second Marred Field” obverse (number 12) was used on S31; and the “Third Marred Field 
obverse (number 17) was used on S3 8, S39, S40, and NC2. 

In his opus magnum, Penny Whimsy, Sheldon remarked on the similarity of these three dies. 
Under the description of obverse 12 of S3 1 he stated: 

This obverse shows nearly the same little breaks In the field, or chips out of the die , as the 
preceding one, but now they are larger or more developed. Maris, Frossard, Hays, and Chapman 
thought that the two obverses came from totally different dies, but other have considered that 
obverse 12 is from the same hub die as obverse 1 1 ... 

And under the description of obverse 17 of S3 8 he further remarked: 

Close resemblance to obverses 11 and 12, and believed by some to have come from the same 
hub die as these two. The same small breaks or defects are present in the field back of the hair. 

In the Vogel edition of Breen’s Large Cent book (apologies to all for the need to reference this 
“work”), Breen stated that these three dies were the same, the second and third obverses being re- 
worked versions of the first. However, he provided no proof or rationale for his claim. 

As part of the work I’m doing on the die states and emission sequences for the Noyes 
DVD-ROM project, Bill asked if I could come up with any solid proof that the three Marred 
Field obverses were either separate dies or the same die simply reworked. 

After studying the Noyes photos and noting the striking similarity between these obverses, I did 
some overlays on my computer and the results were quite amazing. Simply put, every point on 
these dies match - letters, date, bust, cap, die chips, and even the dentils all line up perfectly 
when the photos are overlaid on one another. I tried this with several other varieties and there is 
nothing even remotely close to this perfect match. With other varieties I could get a match on 
one or two letters, part of a date, or the outline of the bust, and then nothing else would line up, 
especially the dentils. 

A brief description of the three obverses and specific point of comparison is as follows: 

On the First Marred Field (S30, obverse 1 1), the lowest lock is heavy and double, the point of the 
1 just touches the lowest lock, and there is a small vertical die chip just behind the fifth and sixth 
hair ends. A tiny die chip nearly opposite the first and just in front of the dentils is seen on most 
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strong strikes. Additionally, strong clashing shows at the top of the head and there is a light 
crack just in tront of the hair from the temple into the hair above. 

The Second Marred Field (S31, obverse 12) again has a double lower lock, but the inside loop is 
much lighter than on obverse 1 1. The point of the 1 is just clear of the lowest lock and the die 
chips are larger. Several hair ends are longer and stronger than on obverse 1 1, the most obvious 
being the fourth lock which now is longer than the fifth, nearly touching the die chip. There is 
no clashing at the top of the head. The hair crack seen on S30 is initially faint in the early state 
of this variety, but in later states it is as strong as that seen on S30. 

The Third Marred Field (S38, 39, 40 and NC2, obverse 17) has a heavy single u-shaped lower 
lock, but on most high grade strongly struck pieces a faint curving line can be seen inside the 
loop and passing through the tip of the lock. The point of the 1 is just clear of the lowest lock 
and the die chips are now much larger, with the chip behind the curls being triangular shaped. 
The hair ends are similar to obverse 12 and again there is no clashing at the top of the head. 
Again as with S30 and 31, the hair crack seen on S38 (the first re-use of this die) is initially faint 
in the early state of this variety, but in later states it is as strong as that seen on S3 1 . 

The lower lock and chips along with the clashing and the die crack to the hair (not previously 
mentioned by other authors and only seen on higher grade, strongly struck examples) provide 
clear and conclusive proof for Breen’s assertion that these are the same obverse. 

At the end of its usage on S30, the die was returned to the engraver for lapping as was fairly 
common for heavily clashed dies (in the Sept. 15, 1999 issue I commented on the Mint rule 
requiring damaged dies to be returned to the engraver via the director). For some unknown 
reason, rather than simply lap the die to remove the clashing and lessen the die chips, the 
engraver also lightly re-engraved portions of the hair. Perhaps he did this merely out of whimsy 
or perhaps the lapping so reduced the already short locks that the die simply didn’t present an 
acceptable appearance. 

Whatever the reason for the re-cutting of the hair, the lapping and re-engraving explain the 
differences between obverse 11 and 12, with the lapping reducing the strength of the second 
lower lock curl. The lapping also reduced the hair wave at the shoulder and the over-all size of 
the 1 , along with the other digits in the date, so that the 1 now appears further from the hair. The 
lapping likewise initially reduced the hair crack, but with continued striking the crack 
strengthened, as would be expected. 

Computer overlays of these two obverse show a perfect match in all features with the strong 
double lower lock of obverse 1 1 exactly matching the somewhat reduced features seen on 
obverse 12. Likewise, the two die chips match, with the strong chip on obverse 1 1 forming the 
upper part of the die chip seen on obverse 12 (it is worth noting that the die chip on the very 
early state of S3 1 is barely larger than that of S30). 

At the end of its use on S3 1 the die is again lightly lapped, apparently in an effort to reduce the 
deterioration causing the die chips. This lapping again affects the both the lower curl and the 
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crack. The lapping has merged the double lower lock and reducing it to a single u-shaped lock. 
However, on sharp early strikes the remnants of the second lock can still be seen as a faint line 
inside the loop and passing through the point of the curl. Likewise, the hair crack is again 
initially faint in the early state of S3 8, but in later states it is as strong as that seen on late S3 Is. 
And again, computer overlays of these two obverses show a perfect match in all features with the 
die chip on S3 1 forming the left side and tip of the triangular shaped chip on S3 8. 


Figures 1 through 7 show points of comparison made in the preceding discussion. Figures 8 and 
9 illustrate the overlay process on the computer. Figure 8 shows the “start ’ of an overlay 
comparison - the double image being the result of S30 being overlaid on S38. Figure 9 shows 
the two images merged perfectly once the overlay is complete (the “double rim ’ is caused by 
slight differences in the size and centering of the coins). 




Fig. 1 - Obv. 1 1 (S30) 


Fig. 4 - Obv. 1 1 detail 






Fig. 3 -Obv. 17 (S38) 




Fig. 6 - Obv. 17 detail 



Fig. 7 - Hair Crack 



Fig. 8 - Starting the Overlay 



Fig. 9 - Complete Overlay 
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Hopefully having shown that these three dies are actually the same obverse. I’ll close with a brief 
discussion of the emission sequence. 

The progression of the chip and the lapping that affects the lower curl (and other features) clearly 
shows that the basic sequence is 30-31-38. However, we have four uses of the “third 
incarnation of this die on S38, S39, S40, and NC2. One specific feature - a crack - clearly 
establishes the sequence for these four varieties. 

Breen stated this part of the emission sequence as 38-NC2-39-40. However, the Noyes 
photographs clearly show that NC2 follows S39 as on the later states of S39 a small crack 
develops at the tip of the cap and extends right towards the L in LIBERTY. NC2 has this same 
crack. On later states of S40 the crack becomes much stronger, extending further right towards 
the L and also left to the second dentil past the cap. 

This “correction” of the emission sequence again shows the value of the Noyes photographs as a 
research tool. In fact, there are just three late state S39s that clearly show the start of the “cap 
crack”. Miss these three coins or miss the crack and you get the sequence wrong. 

NEW JERSEY CONDITION CENSUS 
NOTES AND ABBREVIATIONS 

Michael J. Wierzba 


Abbreviations 

JWG: Bowers and Ruddy John Work Garrett Sale. 1 980 

HG. Henry Garrett Sale (Spring Quartette) Bowers and Merena (B+M) 3/92 

P. Stack’s Picker Sale 1984 

T: Taylor Sale Bowers and Merena 1987 

O: OechsnerSale Stack’s 1988 

S: Spiro Sale Schulman 1955 

BBR90: Boyd Brand and Ryder B+M 3/90 

N: Nonweb Sale. B+M 1987 

MHS: Mass Historical Society Sale, Stack’s 1970 

RES: Harry Rescigno Sale (Saccone) B+M 1991 

S.6/97 : Stack’s Elm Rock Sale 6/97 

MPC: Maris Plate Coin 

S:3/94 Russ Smith Sale of New Jersey Colonials Stack’s 3/94 

EC: Eastern Collector 

WC: Western Collector 

SF: San Francisco Collector 

NJHS: New Jersey Historical Society 

PNW: Pacific Northwestern Collector 

ANS: American Numismatic Society 

N.H. #1 : New Hampshire Collector #1 
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Notes: 


Note #1: This author saw, at E.A.C. 1999 in Cincinnati, a Maris 12-1 which is probably the 
2 nd or 3 rd finest known for the variety. It is the Ringo-Stack’s fixed price list (1990) coin. 
The current owner of this coin will remain unlisted for the time being. 

Note #2 : A noted Pennsylvania collector has reported the finding of a VF Maris 13-J, 
however, this author has not viewed this piece. 

Note #3 : A Maris 18-N was purchased at E.A.C. 1999 by fellow collector Clem Schettino, 
and was seen by this author. Even though this piece doesn’t make the condition census for 
the variety, it is problem free, which is very uncommon for the Maris 18-N. Most of them 
come granular and with scratches, but this example is choice tan with no problems. 

Note #4: At E.A.C. 1 998, in Boston, a coin was viewed by the author that was Uncirculated 
in condition. The variety was the R5 Maris 45-e. This coin was bumped up to the finest 
known; previously the finest was only XF. This mint state coin was consigned to a noted 
colonial dealer. The coin displayed between 50-60 percent original color on the obverse, 
and the reverse was chocolate brown. The current owner is unknown. 

Note #5: A very important discovery has come up since the latest publication of the 
condition census. The finding of a Georgivs Triumpho undertype was found on a Maris 73- 
aa. This was discovered by Dennis Wierzba. This is the only known Georgivs Triumpho 
undertype on any New Jersey colonial. Walter Breen said, in his Encyclopedia, that the 
Georgivs Triumpho undertype was found on many 73-aa’s. However, that proved to be 
inaccurate. This proves that the Georgivs Triumpho circulated around 1790 or earlier. 
Recently, a Georgivs Triumpho dug up in Pennsylvania was offered on EBAY. This is 
another proof that Georgivs Triumpho’s circulated in the United States during the late 
1700s. 

Note #6: A high grade specimen of the Maris 37-J has surfaced. The grade is VF, which 
is a high grade for the variety, and is high condition census. The coin now resides in a 
prominent New Jersey collection. 

Note #7' At the 1999 E.A.C. convention, this author as taken aside, and shown an 
extremely high grade Maris 6-D. The piece grades AU+ and is extremely choice. The coin 
resides in a prominent colonial collection. It has been added into the condition census as 
the third finest known. 

Note #8: A nice example of the Maris 59-o surfaced in the Summer Superior Sale, along 
with a high grade Maris 64-t. The 59-o was a nice VF, and as purchased by the Pacific 
Northwestern collector. Even though it doesn’t make the condition census for the variety, it 
is still a noteworthy coin. The 59-o does not come high grade and the finding of a nice one 
was a great opportunity for a New Jersey collector. Also in this sale, the third finest known 
64-t surfaced. The picture looked as though the coin was all scratched up. However, this 
was merely a damaged slab. It had original color in the protected areas and was a nice 
brown in color. 


- 122 - 






MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING 

Red Henry 


EAC Region 3 held an enjoyable meeting on Saturday afternoon, March 25 th , at 
the big Baltimore show. Twenty-one people were present, almost all of whom were 
EAC members or offspring. 


Mike Packard 
Kim Seachman 
Frank Goss 
Mark Switzer 
Dennis Cantwell 
Enoch Blackwell 
John F. Brady 


Greg Heim 
Lisa Heim 
Rosalind Heim 
Stephanie Heim 
Tom Roshacker 
Dave Ennist 
Claire Ennist 


Ed Stoebenau 
Tom Powell 
Jerry Bange 
Jon Lusk 
Emil C. Bley 
Larry Goldman 
Red Henry 


A grading exercise which I had brought along (four VF to AU sharpness coins 
with problems) elicited enthusiastic participation, and the group’s consensus grades on 
three out of the four coins were the same as the EAC dealers’ grades at which the coins 
had been bought or evaluated! Mike Packard also talked briefly about the half cent 
collection list, Jon Lusk brought us up to date on the state of his extensive photo CD 
project, and several other topics were discussed before the meeting was adjourned. 


... and a postscript by Regional Chairman Bill Eckberg: 


Region 3 meetings have been traditionally held at the Suburban Washington- 
Baltimore shows that are held 2-3 times a year and at the Virginia Numismatic 
Association convention in October. Several members have inquired informally if we 
could schedule meetings at shows in Pennsylvania and North Carolina. By all means; 
the region exists for YOU. If you have sufficient lead time and want me to schedule it, I 
will be happy to do so; just give me the contact information for the organizers of the 
show. Otherwise, anyone is welcome to schedule a regional meeting whether or not 
Red Henry or I can attend. If you do schedule one, please let me know by email 
(halfcent@mac.com) or telephone [(703) 683-2501], and I will see that it is publicized on 
Region 8 and in Penny-Wise. 


************* 


LADIES’ TOUR AT EAC 2000 


The EAC Ladies' Tour on Thursday, April 6 was coordinated by Sondra Beymer. 
Attending the Kennedy Space Center and luncheon were Patricia Husak, Sara Wells, 
Judy Rasmussen, DiAnna Moore, Kathy Reynolds, Linda Hodge, and Cece Scott. The 
tour was both educational and a lot of fun! 


************* 


- 127- 


XXXIV/ 198 


EAC 2000 RECEPTION-6 APRIL 


The convention committee wants to thank the following members for their 
generous contributions to help fund the food and drinks provided at the 
Thursday evening reception. Our apologies to anyone inadvertantly left off this 
list. The contributions totaled over $2000. 


Jerry & Sharon Bobbe 

Al Boka 

R.S. Brown, Jr. 

Rod Burress 

Allan Davisson 

Mike Demling 

Jerry Dowling 

Michael Eisenberg 

Steven Ellsworth 

Mike Fedder 

Bob Grellman 

Jeff Gresser 

Chuck Heck 

Dan Holmes 

Walter Husak 

Fred Iskra 

Peter Koch 

Fred Lake 

Ron Manley 

Glenn Marx 

Chris Victor-McCawley 

Jim McGuigan 


Ed Miller 

R. Howard Mitchell 
Tom Morley 
Mike Packard 
Bruce Patton 
Wes Rasmussen 
Walter Reed 
Jerry Sajbel 
Harry Salyards 
Clem Schettino 
Joel Spingam 
Stan Stephens 
Jerry Stubblefield 
R. Tettenhorst 
George T rostel 
Tom Turissini 
Don Valenziano 
Jon Warshawsky 
March Wells 
Louis Whitaker 
Rod Widok 

Dennis & Mike Wierzba 
John & Mabel Ann Wright 
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NEW EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS MEDALLION FOR YEAR 2000 



A special EAC medallion was struck to commemorate the EAC Convention in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida and the calendar change to the year 2000. The medallions are 1 V 2 
inches in diameter and approximately 2 V 2 mm thick. The obverse is the Liberty Cap 
large cent design dated 1794 and resembling SI 8 and SI 9 . The reverse has ‘Cape 
Canaveral, Florida April 6-7-B-9’ around the perimeter and ‘EAC 2000’, a space craft, 
and an outline ot the state of Florida at the center. Medallions were struck in copper and 
in silver. Copper medallions are $6 each and the silver ones $21 each post paid. Make 
check payable to EAC and send to Rod Burress 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 



A tew 25 th anniversary and 30 th anniversary medallions are still available in copper only. 
Price is $6 each postpaid. Same ordering instructions as above. 
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2000 EAC Sale 8 April 2000 
Total Bids ( 191953.00) 


Lot Bid 
1 18 

2 80 

3 70 

4 42 

5 40 

6 34 

7 10 

8 20 

9 20 

10 26 

11 21 

12 28 

13 5 

14 14 

15 10 

16 18 

17 5 

18 12 

19 12 

20 12 

21 5 

22 45 

23 35 

24 26 

25 75 

26 10 

27 24 

28 90 

29 65 

30 250 

31 200 

32 70 

33 500 

34 250 

35 190 

36 70 

37 240 

38 110 

39 360 

40 100 

41 90 

42 140 

43 340 

44 90 

45 200 

46 325 

47 150 

48 76 

49 55 

50 650 

51 260 

52 260 

53 85 

54 220 

55 0 

56 800 

57 650 

58 575 

59 260 

60 160 

61 90 

62 1100 

63 36000 

64 340 

65 300 

66 240 

67 65 


Lot 

Bid 

68 

575 

69 

0 

70 

0 

71 

320 

72 

80 

73 

130 

74 

180 

75 

0 

76 

425 

77 

0 

78 

0 

79 

100 

80 

750 

81 

460 

82 

130 

83 

800 

84 

240 

85 

210 

86 

150 

87 

150 

88 

150 

89 

650 

90 

180 

91 

140 

92 

160 

93 

170 

94 

95 

95 

160 

96 

190 

97 

110 

98 

1400 

99 

325 

100 

525 

101 

850 

102 

600 

103 

0 

104 

850 

105 

1100 

106 

3300 

107 

950 

108 

1500 

109 

450 

110 

3600 

111 

4600 

112 

375 

113 

950 

114 

0 

115 

280 

116 

0 

117 

2400 

118 

170 

119 

160 

120 

0 

121 

3400 

122 

325 

123 

2400 

124 

0 

125 

240 

126 

1200 

127 

500 

128 

450 

129 

0 

130 

450 

131 

140 

132 

240 

133 

190 

134 

240 


Lot 

Bid 

135 

240 

136 

145 

137 

550 

138 

600 

139 

125 

140 

220 

141 

950 

142 

525 

143 

2600 

144 

350 

145 

170 

146 

150 

147 

900 

148 

180 

149 

220 

150 

130 

151 

600 

152 

180 

153 

650 

154 

220 

155 

160 

156 

85 

157 

140 

158 

0 

159 

800 

160 

120 

161 

0 

162 

400 

163 

70 

164 

525 

165 

0 

166 

200 

167 

80 

168 

400 

169 

250 

170 

400 

171 

170 

172 

385 

173 

1700 

174 

0 

175 

110 

176 

300 

177 

350 

178 

95 

179 

110 

180 

0 

181 

450 

182 

210 

183 

92 

184 

280 

185 

70 

186 

2400 

187 

0 

188 

500 

189 

1700 

190 

400 

191 

400 

192 

170 

193 

130 

194 

0 

195 

190 

196 

100 

197 

0 

198 

650 

199 

120 

200 

0 

201 

150 


Lot 

Bid 

202 

500 

203 

140 

204 

0 

205 

280 

206 

50 

207 

170 

208 

70 

209 

130 

210 

0 

211 

44 

212 

260 

213 

300 

214 

85 

215 

260 

216 

0 

217 

3200 

218 

450 

219 

0 

220 

350 

221 

1600 

222 

210 

223 

130 

224 

330 

225 

200 

226 

260 

227 

400 

228 

190 

229 

425 

230 

210 

231 

950 

232 

425 

233 

650 

234 

380 

235 

2000 

236 

210 

237 

475 

238 

200 

239 

0 

240 

230 

241 

450 

242 

110 

243 

280 

244 

800 

245 

575 

246 

1300 

247 

190 

248 

260 

249 

100 

250 

110 

251 

280 

252 

120 

253 

100 

254 

0 

255 

160 

256 

475 

257 

160 

258 

325 

259 

120 

260 

1000 

261 

130 

262 

200 

263 

0 

264 

0 

265 

0 

266 

900 

267 

190 

268 

170 


Lot 

Bid 

269 

110 

270 

120 

271 

950 

272 

130 

273 

160 

274 

170 

275 

220 

276 

0 

277 

650 

278 

80 

279 

550 

280 

550 

281 

185 

282 

0 

283 

100 

284 

170 

285 

340 

286 

300 

287 

250 

288 

0 

289 

600 

290 

0 

291 

0 

292 

360 

293 

140 

294 

0 

295 

110 

296 

280 

297 

210 

298 

240 

299 

150 

300 

425 

301 

200 

302 

500 

303 

90 

304 

170 

305 

200 

306 

340 

307 

80 

308 

270 

309 

525 

310 

425 

311 

425 

312 

12 

313 

175 

314 

320 

315 

525 

316 

280 

317 

0 

318 

110 

319 

0 

320 

0 

321 

525 

322 

100 

323 

150 

324 

380 

325 

0 

326 

200 

327 

0 

328 

140 

329 

2500 

330 

130 

331 

150 

332 

33 

333 

0 

334 

0 

335 

425 


Lot 

Bid 

336 

100 

337 

550 

338 

100 

339 

70 

340 

140 

341 

0 

342 

45 

343 

100 

344 

375 

345 

360 

346 

0 

347 

170 

348 

1900 

349 

950 

350 

300 

351 

75 

352 

90 

353 

750 

354 

0 

355 

110 

356 

280 

357 

200 

358 

375 

359 

0 

360 

250 

361 

1200 

362 

100 

363 

90 

364 

160 

365 

200 

366 

130 

367 

150 

368 

240 

369 

65 

370 

450 

371 

115 

372 

75 

373 

210 

374 

100 

375 

160 

376 

3600 

377 

120 

378 

350 

379 

540 

380 

575 

381 

90 

382 

190 

383 

120 

384 

800 

385 

525 

386 

0 

387 

210 

388 

200 

389 

0 

390 

425 

391 

0 

392 

180 

393 

650 

394 

575 

395 

290 

396 

130 

397 

325 

398 

55 

399 

0 

400 

100 

401 

190 

402 

75 


Lot Bid 

403 130 

404 200 

405 300 

406 0 

407 210 

408 1700 

409 700 

410 90 

411 170 

412 160 

413 80 

414 55 

415 50 

416 95 

417 105 

418 100 

419 95 

420 32 

421 180 

422 160 

423 52 

424 150 

425 130 

426 110 

427 130 

428 450 

429 65 

430 170 

431 0 

432 0 

433 0 

434 0 

435 0 

436 0 

437 0 

438 0 

439 0 

440 0 

441 0 

442 0 

443 0 

444 0 

445 0 

446 0 

447 0 

448 0 

449 0 

450 0 

451 0 

452 0 

453 0 

454 0 

455 0 

456 0 

457 0 

458 0 

459 0 

460 0 

461 0 

462 0 

463 0 

464 0 

465 

466 

467 

468 

469 
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2000 EAC Sale 8 April 2000 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

470 

0 

540 

0 

610 

125 

471 

0 

541 

0 

611 

35 

472 

0 

542 

0 

612 

25 

473 

0 

543 

0 

613 

82 

474 

0 

544 

0 

614 

55 

475 

0 

545 

0 

615 

82 

476 

0 

546 

0 

616 

42 

477 

0 

547 

0 

617 

50 

478 

0 

548 

0 

618 

54 

479 

0 

549 

0 

619 

115 

480 

0 

550 

0 

620 

46 

481 

0 

551 

0 

621 

65 

482 

0 

552 

0 

622 

52 

483 

0 

553 

0 

623 

40 

484 

0 

554 

0 

624 

40 

485 

0 

555 

0 

625 

375 

486 

0 

556 

0 

626 

250 

487 

0 

557 

0 

627 

75 

488 

0 

558 

0 

628 

70 

489 

0 

559 

0 

629 

61 

490 

0 

560 

0 

630 

60 

491 

0 

561 

0 

631 

85 

492 

0 

562 

0 

632 

255 

493 

0 

563 

0 

633 

140 

494 

0 

564 

0 

634 

135 

495 

0 

565 

0 

635 

95 

496 

0 

566 

0 

636 

120 

497 

0 

567 

0 

637 

92 

498 

0 

568 

0 

638 

80 

499 

0 

569 

0 

639 

61 

500 

0 

570 

0 

640 

70 

501 

0 

571 

0 

641 

84 

502 

0 

572 

0 

642 

135 

503 

0 

573 

0 

643 

80 

504 

0 

574 

0 

644 

50 

505 

0 

575 

0 

645 

40 

506 

0 

576 

0 

646 

95 

507 

0 

577 

0 

647 

160 

508 

0 

578 

0 

648 

75 

509 

0 

579 

0 

649 

28 

510 

0 

580 

0 

650 

145 

511 

0 

581 

0 

651 

50 

512 

0 

582 

0 

652 

20 

513 

0 

583 

0 

653 

38 

514 

0 

584 

0 

654 

61 

515 

0 

585 

0 

655 

30 

516 

0 

586 

0 

656 

70 

517 

0 

587 

0 

657 

50 

518 

0 

588 

0 

658 

34 

519 

0 

589 

0 

659 

36 

520 

0 

590 

0 

660 

71 

521 

0 

591 

0 

661 

32 

522 

0 

592 

0 

662 

68 

523 

0 

593 

0 

663 

35 

524 

0 

594 

0 

664 

90 

525 

0 

595 

0 

665 

36 

526 

0 

596 

0 

666 

70 

527 

0 

597 

0 

667 

37 

528 

0 

598 

0 

668 

55 

529 

0 

599 

0 

669 

32 

530 

0 

600 

0 

670 

360 

531 

0 

601 

37 

671 

35 

532 

0 

602 

30 

672 

60 

533 

0 

603 

32 

673 

85 

534 

0 

604 

36 

674 

41 

535 

0 

605 

95 

675 

90 

536 

0 

606 

65 

676 

40 

537 

0 

607 

145 

677 

35 

538 

0 

608 

245 

678 

32 

539 

0 

609 

102 

679 

60 


* * * * 


Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

28 

750 

9 

45 

751 

50 

41 

752 

43 

33 

753 

35 

50 

754 

100 

60 

755 

85 

75 

756 

35 

80 

757 

38 

52 

758 

20 

32 

759 

30 

95 

760 

11 

55 

761 

40 

50 

762 

55 

52 

763 

42 

70 

764 

41 

31 

765 

30 

45 

766 

42 

46 

767 

38 

110 

768 

75 

55 

769 

65 

50 

770 

58 

100 

771 

46 

50 

772 

40 

100 

773 

70 

225 

774 

62 


45 

58 

60 

Lot numbers 431-600 were not 

37 assigned. All other lots listed 

122 at $0 were either withdrawn or 

75 repurchased by the consignor. 

60 

72 

45 

45 

190 

40 
75 
60 
56 
60 

8 

18 

100 

55 

0 

85 

12 

83 

30 

30 

35 

30 

30 

11 

12 

30 

22 

55 

38 
325 

75 

12 

38 

41 
55 
10 
75 


Lot 

680 

681 

682 

683 

684 

685 

686 

687 

688 

689 

690 

691 

692 

693 

694 

695 

696 

697 

698 

699 

700 

701 

702 

703 

704 

705 

706 

707 

708 

709 

710 

711 

712 

713 

714 

715 

716 

717 

718 

719 

720 

721 

722 

723 

724 

725 

726 

727 

728 

729 

730 

731 

732 

733 

734 

735 

736 

737 

738 

739 

740 

741 

742 

743 

744 

745 

746 

747 

748 

749 
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THE EAC PRESIDENT’S AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 


PRESENTED TO TOM REYNOLDS, APRIL 9, 2000 

It is easy to praise someone when the goal of that praise is to flatter, and thereby 
manipulate. It is also easy to praise someone after they’re gone, when we’ve 
come to belatedly recognize what we had. But it is not easy to praise somebody 
who has too much integrity to be manipulated, and so much ongoing energy for 
the cause that we can only sense, and not quite really know, how much that energy 
sustains the organization. 

We have 1324 “members,” if “member” means “sent in dues.” We have perhaps 
100 contributing members, people who give back something more than money, to 
foster the goals of EAC— and most of those people are in this room. But we have 
very few members capable of sustaining the mission of this organization, by the 
sheer power of their integrity: and Tom Reynolds is one of those “R7” members. 

Tom knows that I would not be a collector today, would never have known the 
joys this organization has brought me, or passed through the doors it has opened 
to me, if I hadn’t met him at a crucial juncture, over 20 years ago. I won’t bore 
you with the details of my coin collecting experiences in the mid-to-late 1970s, 
but I will say that those experiences had just about convinced me that the phrase 
“Honest Coin Dealer” was an oxymoron. But then I met Tom. 

Our roots were similar: his in Iowa, mine in Nebraska. We each had filled 
Whitman folders with coins from circulation. Emblematic of our future 
involvement in this organization, we each had shared that childhood passion with 
one or more buddies. Over time, we each had gravitated toward the earlier United 
States series. We each had made a seminal large cent purchase: mine was a Fine 
S-267 for $16 in 1974; his was a considerably more expensive AU 1798, one of 
the earliest in his variety set, back in the late 1960s. He was way ahead of me in 
copper knowledge when we met, but he never wore that advantage on his sleeve. 
And he never used it for his own economic gain. If a coin was a problem coin, 
and I didn’t understand why it was a problem coin, he’d tell me— and it would 
always be priced accordingly. I know there are many others, in this audience and 
beyond, who have shared these kinds of experiences with Tom... because his quiet 
integrity never quits. And so it is that we celebrate the ongoing contributions of 
Tom Reynolds, with the EAC President’s Award. 

— H. E. S. 

This award was acknowledged with a Standing Ovation at the General Membership Meeting in Cape Canaveral. 
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2000 EAC ANNUAL MEETING 


Cape Canaveral, Florida, April 9, 2000 


The meeting was called to order at 9:00 by president March Wells. A video 
on Fredricksburg, Virginia previewed the site of the 2001 EAC convention. The 
usual round of introductions followed. The following members and guests were 


in attendance: 

Phil Ralls, Glendale, CA 
Fred Iskra, Appleton, MN 
Jon Lusk, Ypsilanti, MI 
Mike Packard, Fairfax, VA 
Ed Miller, Clearwater, FL 
Jerry Dowling, Torrance, CA 
Jack Beymer, Santa Rosa, CA 
Sondra Beymer, Santa Rosa, CA 
Mark Borckardt, Wolfeboro, NH 
Glenn Marx, Fairfield, CT 
Jim Young, Darlington, MD 
Debbie Young, Darlington, MD 
Jerry Sajbel, Fort Mill, SC 
Mike Barton, Deltona, FL 
Denis Loring, New York, NY 
Mabel Ann Wright, St. Joseph, MI 
Chuck Heck, Bohemia, NY 
Fred Lake, St. Petersburg, FL 
George Trostel, Southington, CT 
Wes Rasmussen, Las Vegas, NV 
Judy Rasmussen, Las Vegas, NV 
Stu Hodge, Dallas, TX 
Linda Hodge, Dallas, TX 
Dan Trollan, Durango, CO 
Jon Warshawsky, San Diego, CA 
Tom Madigan, Miami, FL 
Steven Ellsworth, Clifton, VA 
Anthony Terranova, New York, NY 
Tom Turissini, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
R. Tettenhorst, St. Louis, MO 
Doug Bird, Hermosa Beach, CA 
Rich Weber, Houston, TX 


Harry Salyards, Hastings, NE 
Bob Grellman, Lake Mary, FL 
Robert Yuell, Plainboro, NJ 
Don Weathers, Memphis, TN 
Anne Weathers, Memphis, TN 
Ron Manley, Brentwood, TN 
Rod Widok, Inverness, IL 
Joan Widok, Inverness, IL 
Tom Rinaldo, Bolinas, CA 
Rod Burress, Cincinnati, OH 
Jim Goudge, Canoga Park, CA 
Jeff Gresser, Las Vegas, NV 
Mike Fedder, Hooksett, NH 
Don Valenziano, “en route...” 

John Wright, St. Joseph, MI 
Hannah Fulton, Evansville, IN 
Chris McCawley, Edmond, OK 
Tom Knopp, Charlotte, NC 
Dale Konigsburg, Palm Beach, FL 
Ed Jasper, Dallas, TX 
Phil Moore, Northridge, CA 
Dianna Moore, Northridge, CA 
Walter Reed, Huntington, NY 
Mark Switzer, Prince Frederick, MD 
A1 Boka, Las Vegas, NV 
Dan Holmes, Cleveland, OH 
Stu Levine, Sudbury, MA 
Michael George, Washville, TN 
Bruce Patton, Cape Canaveral, FL 
Bill Noyes, Monument Beach, MA 
Mary Sauvain, Colorado Springs, CO 
Jim McGuigan, Pittsburgh, PA 
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Membership— Rod Burress. We currently have 1324 members, down 
somewhat from last year. The Board authorized ads for Coin World and 
Numismatic News. 

Treasurer— John Wright. The Treasurer’s Report appeared in the March 
P-W. The July issue will contain a financial report on the 2000 convention. 

Controller— Chuck Heck. In anticipation of potential future need, EAC will 
create formal income and disbursement journals to record its financial activity. 

Editor’s Award— Harry Salyards. There is no award this year. 

EAC Literary Award— Charles Davis (in absentia). No award this year. 

Librarian— Mabel Ann Wright. The most heavily requested items this past 
year have been the Noyes photos. 

Webmaster-Jon Lusk. Two-thirds of new EAC applications are coming 
from web-printed forms. The Board authorized the posting of pre-approved 
reciprocal numismatic links on the EAC web site, with appropriate disclaimer. 

Future Conventions: 2001: March 28-April 1, at Holiday Inn Select, 

Fredricksburg, VA. Chair: Steve Ellsworth. 

2002: April 18-21, at The Orleans, Las Vegas. 
Chairs: Wes Rasmussen, A1 Boka. 

2003: open. Interested parties should contact 

March Wells. It is strongly preferred that 
the convention be held after April 15. 

March acknowledged the efforts of the following people in making the 
2000 convention a success: 

Convention Chairs: Bob Grellman and Tom Morley. 

EAC Sale: Tom Reynolds, cataloger. Steve Fischer, Denis Loring, Wes 
Rasmussen, Fred Lake, and the volunteers showing sale lots. 

Happenings: Colonials: Dennis Wierzba. Large Cents: Jon Warshawsky. 

Half Cents: Greg and Lisa Heim (in absentia ), Mike Packard. 

Educational Forum: Jon Warshawsky, Craig Sholley, Bill Noyes. 

Harry Salyards made a special presentation of the EAC President’s Award 
for Distinguished Service to Tom Reynolds, for his tremendous efforts over the 
past few years in cataloging the EAC Sale, and for his overall support of EAC and 
its members. The text of Harry’s remarks precedes these meeting minutes in this 
issue of Penny-Wise. A standing ovation followed. 

The Board voted that the EAC Sale for 2001 and 2002 will be done by 
McCawley and Grellman on a non-profit basis. The catalogs will be similar in 
format and appearance to the M&G C-4 catalogs. There will be a 10% buyer s 
fee as is the case with C4. This change in catalogers will be reviewed by the 
Board in 2002. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Loring, National Secretary. 

jjc jjc ?k *k ^ >k ?k 5^ >k ^ *k 
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HALF CENT HAPPENING AT EAC 2000 

Greg and Lisa Heim 


First of all, we want to thank Mike Packard and everyone else who monitored and helped 
him run the Half Cent Happening in our stead. In order to spice things up a bit, we asked Ron 
Manley to tally the different die states of the 1800 C-I’s. We also asked Don Valenziano to 
obtain the masses of the 1795 C-5b’s. Here are the results: 

1800 C-1 Die States: 


(M) anley 1.0-1 
M 2.0-3 
M 3.0-5 
M 4.0 - 8 
M 5.0- 1 

M ?.? - 5 (consisted of coins with large cent undertype and a flip over double strike!) 

1795 C-5b masses (in grains) : 

111.2, 115.8, 123.5, 114.3, 128.2, 112.7, 111.2, 105.5, 108.2, 109.0, 117.5, 128.4 

Average (Mean): 115.5 grains 
Variance (units squared): 53.1 
Standard Deviation: 7.3 

If you have any ideas for next year’s Happening, tell us around August. We will put the 
prospective list in the September P-W . and they will be finalized for the November P-W . 


************* 


LARGE CENT HAPPENING AT EAC 2000 

Jon Warshawsky 


The 2000 Large Cent Happening included six varieties - a Liberty Cap, Draped Bust, 
Classic Head (although half the people on the floor still called it a Turban Head), Matron and a 
couple of late dates (Braided Hair dies). If the convention was lightly attended, turnout for the 
Happenings was pretty solid, helped by the usual great array of large cents brought for the 
event. Special thanks go to Chuck Heck, Tom Knopp, Glenn Marx and everyone else who 
monitored or volunteered to monitor one of the Happening tables. Additional thanks to Bill 
Noyes, who brought his early date photos for S35, SI 93 and S286 — providing a comprehensive 
reference to the Noyes Census-level coins for these varieties. Everyone enjoyed having these 
next to the coins, and we would have considered them Choice had it not been for a few trivial 
corner dings that forced us to call Bill’s photos Average Plus. 

The results are listed below, by variety. The owner of the first place coin appears at the 
top of each list, with the score to the right. Scores were calculated based on the overall average 
ranking of each coin. Only the top five coins from each variety are listed here. A total of 21 
people submitted ballot sheets, although not all viewers voted for all varieties. 
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1794 : 

S35 


1 st 

Walt Husak 

1.182 


Dan Holmes 

2 

3 rd 

Chuck Heck 

2.158 

4 th 

Dan Trollan 

3.6 

5 th 

John Wright 

3.692 

1800 

S193 


1 st 

Wes Rasmussen 

1.053 

2nd 

Wes Rasmussen 

1.947 

3 rd 

John Wright 

3.182 

4 th 

Ron Tagney 

3.75 

5 th 

John Wright 

4.688 

1811 

S286 


1 st 

Wes Rasmussen 

1.059 

2nd 

Walt Husak 

1.833 

3 rd 

John Wright 

2.471 

4 th 

Craig Hamling 

3.214 

5 th 

John Wright 

5 

1823/2 

! N1 


1 st 

Tony Terranova 

1.353 

2nd 

John Wright 

1.706 

3 rd 

Wes Rasmussen 

3.353 

4 th 

Wes Rasmussen 

3.867 

5 th 

John Wright 

4.455 

1846 

N12 


1 st 

Robbie Brown 

1.444 

2nd 

Robbie Brown 

2.1 

3 rd 

John Wright 

2.263 

4 th 

Robbie Brown 

3.111 

5 th 

Craig Hamling 

3.3 

1847 

N42 


1 st 

Robbie Brown 

1.111 

2nd 

Robbie Brown 

2.25 

3 rd 

Tom Knopp 

2.533 

4 th 

Bob Grellman 

3.375 

5 th 

Bob Grellman 

3.571 


We will announce the varieties for next year’s Large Cent Happening early in 
2001. In the meantime, be sure to secure one example of every known variety to 
ensure that you can participate. 

************* 


- 136 - 


1794 ‘WHIST’ AT EAC 2000 

Jon Warshawsky 



The first 1794 ‘Whist’ display brought 250 (!) 1794 large cents together in two display 
cases and provided a highlight of the exhibits for EAC 2000. With four (!) Wheel Spoke (S-33) 
cents (including the finest known), a couple of S-37’s (including the finest known), the finest 
Split Pole (S-66), the finest Bisecting Die Break (S-68), a stunning S-18b and an S-18a that was 
even better (because it was an S-18a and you actually wanted to look directly at it - for a long 
time), and all 11 of the 1794 NC’s in one case, the event turned out to be more impressive in 
person than it sounded on paper. By definition, it was the most complete display of 1794 cents 
ever assembled, because the two newer NC’s made an appearance. Every once in a while I 
would grab a Diet Coke (possibly the finest known) and head to the exhibits area for another 
dose. The highlight list could go on for a few pages, but Fred Lake photographed the exhibit for 
us and we’ll let his picture tell the story. 

While I had conceived of this initially as a sort of competition in the tradition of Sheldon 
and in Commemoration of the 1979 EAC Convention - also hosted by Tom Morley in Florida - it 
evolved into a collegial joint display, with a good slice of EAC’s 1794 fraternity (and other early 
date collectors) represented. A head-to-head competition would have required passing around 
what amounted to a seven-figure collection. Instead, we went for the spectacle without the turn- 
taking, one-by-one aspect of a whist match. Our display consisted of one row (across two 
cases) for each collector, with each of the collectible varieties in its own column. 
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The best part? Arranging the cents. And then adjusting the display. Frequently. John 
Wright and Dan Holmes had both agreed to bring “10 or more” coins for the display, and this 
turned out to mean two massive runs of ‘94s - with Dan bringing his NC display. I tried to 
coordinate setup so that the ’94 crew could work one at a time, but the ’94 Whist was a live 
version of the Early Date Report, a firsthand look at what everyone else has in his set, and by 
the time the display had begun to take form it was rare to find a quiet moment at the case. 

Why did our 1794 ‘Non-Whist’ work so well? Tom Morley and I can claim only a small 
part of the credit. EAC is extremely fortunate to have a generation of 1794 enthusiasts who love 
to share their collections. 

Any of them could collect in isolation and assemble an impressive display in his home, 
but this is the kind of group that would rather lay their prizes end to end in a team display and 
then adjourn to the bar to have a few drinks and talk about large cents. The competition alluded 
to by Sheldon is still around somewhere, but there was a kind of joint pride in the whole that 
exceeded anyone’s interest in a head-to-head comparison of individual coins. 

Exhibitors included: 

Chuck Heck 
Dan Holmes 
Walt Husak 
Wes Rasmussen 
Dan Trollan 

Tom Turissini (We talked him into bringing two of his gems over.) 

March Wells 
John Wright 
Jon Warshawsky 

The 1794 Whist Display was a lot of fun to assemble and exhibit, sparked fellowship 
among the ’94 crew and gave everyone except Dan and Walt a reason to consult with their 
investment brokers. We will entertain the idea of organizing displays of other varieties in future 
EAC conventions. 


************* 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

March Wells 


EAC 2000 was as pleasant as could be. The setting was great, and to those who were 
unable to make it to Cape Canaveral we hope to see you next year in Fredericksburg, VA. Col. 
Steven Ellsworth is going to put on a great show for all concerned. 

I would like to extend thanks to all who pitched in this year to help with the meeting. Bob 
Grellman and Tom Morley for their leadership. For the EAC annual sale thanks to Tom 
Reynolds for his usually impeccable cataloging, Steve Fischer for the neat catalog cover art. 
Denis Loring, Bob Grellman, and Wes Rasmussen for running the sale. Sale lot viewing 
“volunteers” Fred Iskra, Stu Hodge, Ed Jasper, Bob Klosterboer, Mike Demling, Al Boka, Jeff 
Gresser, Mark Switzer, Jerry Sajbel, and Ron Tagney, and I hope I haven’t forgotten someone. 
A special thanks to Mike Demling for laying out the bourse floor. Mike has already volunteered 
to lay out the bourse for 2001 . Educational programs were by Craig Sholly, Bill Noyes and Jon 
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Warshawsky. Exhibits were coordinated long distance by Greg Heim with local help from Tom 
Morley. Jon Warshawsky masterminded an exhibit of 1794 large cents that filled up two show 
cases. Jim Young displayed a collection of coppers that had been altered to be useful tools, 
and also some altered to be just something different. Really interesting, and an exhibit that 
needs to be displayed again. John Wright had a three case display on the mintage of 1857. A 
year of transition and the year the S.S. Central America sank off the North Carolina coast. 

The happenings were supervised by Dennis Wierzba, Mike Packard and Jon Warshawsky. Our 
thanks to them. 

The EAC Board of Directors met Saturday morning. Two important changes were 
extensively discussed and ultimately voted upon, and approved. First, the Board was presented 
a proposal by Bob Grellman for the Grellman and McCawley Numismatic Auctions, Inc. to 
conduct the EAC sale for the next two years. The M&G proposal was essentially as follows: 

1 . All profits (after M&G expenses) to EAC. 

2. M&G will prepare and print the catalog, and send it to Lithotech for mailing with Penny- 

Wise . 

3. The catalog will be comparable to previous M&G catalogs, including the C4 catalog, with 

photographs of important consignments. 

4. Consignments will be fully insured through the M&G insurance carrier. Currently 

Travelers Insurance. 

5. Commission structure of 10% to buyer, 10% seller. Sellers rate is negotiable. 

6. M&G will provide to EAC an auditable accounting of income and expenses for the sale. 

The second change concerns the EAC web site. When the web site was created, it was 
done as a stand alone site, no links to or from any other site. The board has voted to allow 
reference links to or from other numismatic web sites that the Web Subcommittee, Jon Lusk and 
Jon Warshawsky, deem to be appropriate. The intent is to generate more traffic and increase 
EACs’ presence on the Internet. 

Both proposals were unanimously approved. 

Other Board action included: 1 . Authorization to run membership ads in Coin World and 
Numismatic News for the next year. 2. Inasmuch as Jon Warshawsky is no longer writing for 
the Numismatic News , the free membership awards program thru Numismatic News is 
discontinued. 3. The Board declined to take action on a proposal for an EAC directory. 
Actually, we did not have enough time to devote to this subject. 

Reports were made to the Board by Steve Ellsworth and Wes Rasmussen concerning 
the 2001 and 2002 conventions, to be held in Fredericksburg, VA , and Las Vegas, NV, 
respectively. Rod Burress presented a request for the 2003 convention to return to the 
Cincinnati, OH, area. There is general agreement that Cincinnati is one of the best sites for the 
convention to be held, but there is also general agreement that the Drawbridge has some 
drawbacks. However, we do not have a good alternative site available that is convenient for air 
and car travel. Because of this I have asked Rod to contact the Drawbridge to see if their facility 
would be available for April 2003. If anyone has suggestions for future convention sites, please 
let us hear from you. 

Finally, the Board voted to recognize Tom Reynolds for the contributions that he has 
made to EAC in cataloging so many past EAC sales. Tom has worked hard and diligently in the 
cataloging of previous sales, and has set a high standard with his work. Accordingly, the Board 
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voted to award to Tom the EAC President's Award for his outstanding efforts and contributions 
to the Club. 


************* 


OPEN LETTER ON THE STATE OF EAC 

Bob Grellman 

Thanks for your letter. I, too, am unsure on the cause(s) of the general malaise infecting 
EAC these days. [Editor’s note : In forwarding the sale prices realized, Bob had lamented that 
more members had not been able to attend the convention. I replied that I felt it was less a 
matter of not being able , than not being willing - and lamented the loss of spirit in EAC, from the 
‘halcyon days’ of 1986-1990.] We certainly remain an active, leading organization in the 
constellation of numismatic specialty groups, but we sure aren’t where we used to be — or 
should be. I suppose there is no single cause (or easy fixes), but I do have a few thoughts on 
the subject. 

The EAC Sale has always been a focal point for the convention, and it is a major draw 
for our members. Unfortunately, the sale has suffered for many years, and this year’s sale was 
the poorest in memory. The marketplace has been offering more attractive auction alternatives 
for the past 5-6 years, and our members have taken their coins elsewhere. We can fix this 
problem, and I expect to bring the luster back to our annual sale in a hurry. 

The ANS/Sheldon/REN debacle has had a chilling effect on our members. 
Unfortunately, we seem to be powerless in the matter and will have to ride it out. I expect this 
will take a very long time to go away. Our “deepest pocket” members have been most 
affected— much of it psychological rather than financial— but their enthusiasm has been 
dampened, and in some cases crushed. The trickle down has been quite noticeable, too, so all 
of us have been hurt to some degree. 

Another thing that has adversely affected the enthusiasm within EAC is the negativism of 
a few prominent members. I’d prefer to avoid naming anyone, but we do have a few members 
who consistently say negative things about other people's coins or business practices. They 
make a habit of downgrading other people’s coins and make them feel stupid for paying $X for 
overgraded crap. They can suck the fun out of this hobby in a big hurry— especially for a new 
collector. Old timers can (and should) be helpers and teachers for newer collectors, but they 
should do so with some sensitivity and tact. Unfortunately, these "professional naysayers 
make a lot of noise and command some attention. I have no idea how we (EAC) can effectively 
deal with this problem in a direct manner. My indirect response on personal and professional 
levels is to be as helpful and considerate as possible to everyone, and I see this same approach 
from most of our members. But I can’t deny the serious negative effect these few people are 
having on our organization. 

I believe most of our members (particularly the collectors) are in this hobby for the 
enjoyment. They have the $ and time to build nice collections, and will do so as long as it is 
enjoyable. Anything that takes away from their enjoyment hurts us all. I suppose it’s our job as 
leaders of EAC to maximize the fun while minimizing the negative factors. Easier said than 
done, but I’m going to keep trying to do my part. And I surely welcome any suggestions you 
have to help us do this. 

************* 
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EAC SALE 

Tom Reynolds 


One of the high points of the annual EAC Convention is the Sale, which is traditionally 
held on Saturday night. The Sale has long been a popular event. As originally conceived, the 
Sale provided a medium for members to dispose of duplicate coins or, in some cases, a major 
part of a collection. Commissions charged to the seller are very reasonable and depend on the 
total net hammer for the Sale as follows: Total Net Hammer Commission Charged to Seller 

$ 0 -$ 200,000 8 % 

$200,001 -$350,000 6% 

$350,001 and over 4% 

More importantly, THERE IS NO BUYER’S FREE . WHAT YOU BID IS WHAT YOU 
PAY . This arrangement is very beneficial to both the buyer and the seller. More about this 
later. Additionally, the seller’s commission is independent of who the seller is and the amount of 
the consignment. All consignors pay the same commission rate , whether the consignment is 
$300 or $50,000. The little guy is not penalized for a small consignment. 

For the past 20 years, the Sale has been conducted by volunteers, with only out-of- 
pocket expenses being reimbursed. Bill Noyes cataloged the Sale for 13 years. Beginning in 
1994, 1 began cataloging the Sale. Out-of-pocket expenses have ranged from $500-31,200 per 
year. In recent years, the cost to print the catalog has been approximately $4,500, or $3.00- 
$3.25 per catalog. Total expenses for the Sale (not including postage) run $5,000-35,700. 
Gross commissions to EAC normally run $15,000-325,000, leaving a net commission of 
$10,000-$19,000 (less postage to mail the catalog). This amount has been used to defray 
some of the cost of the Convention and some of the cost to print and mail PENNY-WISE . Since 
EAC is a non-profit organization, the purpose of the Sale is not to generate a huge profit and a 
huge surplus. 

Enough history of the EAC Sale, so fast forward to April 1 , 2000. On that Saturday prior 
to the convention, I received a phone call from President March Wells. He told me that Chris 
McCawley and Bob Grellman (M&G) wanted to make a presentation to the Board regarding M & 
G doing the EAC Sale for the years 2001 and 2002. It was my understanding that M&G 
initiated the presentation. March told me that the proposal would provide for all profit to EAC 
with reimbursement for out-of-pocket expenses only, there would be a 10% seller’s fee and a 
10% buyer’s fee, the catalog would be printed in Oklahoma and would include many 
photographs, much like past M&G Sales and the C-4 Sales, and insurance coverage would be 
provided as a part of the M&G expense. March asked me to attend the Board meeting at the 
Convention to offer my comments on the proposal. It was obvious that March had a copy of the 
M&G proposal when he called me, but he didn’t offer to provide a copy to me. 

On Monday April 3 rd , I called Bob Grellman to finalize the details for early lot viewing on 
Wednesday and Thursday during the Convention and for security on Wednesday night. During 
the conversation, Bob mentioned that March had requested that M&G prepare a proposal for 
presentation to the Board, which conflicted with what March told me on Saturday. We 
discussed the future of the EAC Sale and ended the call. No details of the M & G proposal were 
made available to me Wednesday thru Friday of the Convention. Later, I learned that certain 
members and Board members were lobbying Board members for the adoption of the M & G 
proposal. 

On Saturday morning April 8 th , I attended the Board meeting. The M&G proposal was 
the last item on a lengthy agenda and by the time the discussion began, most Board members 
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were anxious to have the meeting concluded. It was my understanding that the pros and cons 
of the proposal and the future of the EAC Sale would be discussed, but a decision would come 
at a later date. It soon became apparent that a few Board members had been briefed on the M 
& G proposal prior to the Board meeting and they formed the core support for adopting the M & 
G proposal at this Board meeting. At that point, I realized the momentum for adopting the M & 
G proposal was steamrolling. Since I had not been given a copy of the proposal prior to the 
meeting, I did not have a chance to prepare my thoughts. I also was not asked to prepare a 
proposal in advance of the meeting. I FELT LIKE I HAD BEEN BLIND SIDED. At that point, 
Bob and I were asked to leave the meeting. After the meeting, March came to my table and told 
me that the Board decided that “Tom would do the 2001 Sale.” He then corrected himself and 
said that M& G would be doing the 2001 EAC Sale. I also learned that the Board decided that 
what was discussed at the Board meeting would not be made public to the members. 

The M & G proposal is for the years 2001 and 2002. Bob and Chris would secure 
consignments, do the cataloging, have the printing done in Oklahoma so that completed 
catalogs could be shipped to Lithotech in Minneapolis to be included in the mailing of the March 
issue of P-W. The Sale would have a 10% seller's fee and a 10% buyer’s fee, with the 10% 
seller’s fee negotiable by M & G. All out-of-pocket expenses by M & G would be reimbursed. 
No profit would be paid to M & G. Insurance would be provided. 

I would like to address some of these changes and add other thoughts: 

1. 10% seller’s fee and 10% buyer’s fee. A major departure from the EAC Sale Guidelines 
prepared by the EAC Sale committee many years ago. The M & G proposal gives M & G 
the discretion to reduce the 10% seller’s fee for some consignors. SO MUCH FOR THE 
LITTLE GUY . In a for-profit auction, it makes sense to give important consignor’s a reduced 
commission to secure important coins. If you don’t, the competition will. It is not necessary 
for an EAC Sale . If this discretion by M & G is allowed, I believe that all consignors who pay 
less than 10% should be listed by name along with the commission rate they actually pay. 

In the 7 years that I have cataloged the EAC Sale, I have not been able to understand why more 
consignors have not taken advantage of the great commission rate offered. For example, in the 
2000 Sale, Lot 63, the 1797 C#3c, sold for $36,000. The buyer perceived the value of the piece 
to be $36,000. Under the existing commission schedule, the buyer would have bid the coin to 
the $36,000 hammer price. Under the existing commission schedule the seller would pay an 
8% seller’s fee of $2,800, with a net amount of $33,120 to the seller. With a 10% buyer’s fee, if 
the piece is worth $36,000, the bidder would have stopped at $32,725 ($32,725 + 10% buyer’s 
fee of $3,272.50 is approximately $36,000). Under a 1 0% seller’s fee, the seller would pay 1 0% 
of the hammer price ($32,725 in this example), and would realize $29,452.50 (90% of $32,725). 
In my example, the buyer pays $36,000 in either case. The seller under the existing system 
receives $33,120. Under the M & G proposal, the seller receives $29,452.50, or $3,667.50 less. 
Which would you rather have? 

2. Printing the catalog in Oklahoma will require the completed catalogs be shipped to Lithotech 
in Minneapolis so that they may be included with the March 15 th issue of PENNY-WISE . 
This is an extra expense. The Board has long refused to give out the address roster for 
EAC to any commercial venture, so it is not an option to give M & G the roster. 

3. The 2000 EAC Sale catalog cost $3.00 - $3.25 per copy to print. Using the printing 
expenses for the C-4 Sale for the past 3 years, as provided by Bob Grellman, the C-4 
catalog cost $6.87 - $7.69 per copy. Using an average cost of $7.25 per copy, the 1500 
EAC catalogs will cost $10,875 plus the cost to ship them from Oklahoma to Minneapolis, or 
$6,300+ more. 
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4. According to March Wells, EAC needs to generate more revenue. For what? After the 2000 
EAC proceeds are sent to John Wright, we will have approximately $71,000, with a potential 
of $12,500 more if the stolen coins are returned. Why do we need more? We are a non- 
profit organization. Adding an additional $25,000 net per year may cause EAC to lose our 
non-profit status. I would like March to explain why we need more revenue. What projects 
does he have in mind? If additional revenue is truly needed, the seller’s commission scale 
currently in use could be adjusted upward. 

5. It has been stated that a slick paper catalog with photos will generate higher bids. I am not 
convinced. I will agree that photos do attract my attention but, being a dealer who attends 
most major sales, I want to see the actual coin. A photo may not tell the whole story. A re- 
colored coin is not always detectable in a black and white photo. Hairlines and marks may 
not show up in photos. And many coins have been coated with grease. Grease will hide re- 
coloring, marks, hairlines and carbon specks. The majority of the better coins (quality and/or 
value) sold in an EAC Sale are sold to floor bidders or to absentee bidders who are 
represented by someone on the floor. A catalog with photos is pretty but will enough higher 
bids result to justify the added cost of producing the catalog? I don’t think so. 

6. M & G has not supported the EAC Sale with coin consignments during the 7 years I have 
cataloged the Sale. CVM did consign a small group in 1994, and CVM and I consigned a 
group of jointly owned coins in 1998. They have supported the Sale with book 
consignments and helping to run the Sale, but consigned few coins to the Sale. 

7. A comment on the April 23 rd Region 8 stated that the present type of Sale does not lend 
itself to the selling of important literature or Colonials. I couldn’t agree more. I would also 
add Hard Times Tokens and Conders to that list. There are several literature dealers who 
do an outstanding job of selling books. Of course they charge a lot more than the 8% 
maximum that EAC charges. The selling of literature by EAC has been a “courtesy” to 
members since the cost of cataloging far exceeds the commission realized. Before the 
forming of the C-4 Club, it made some sense to sell Colonials thru EAC, since many Half 
Cent and Large Cent collectors also collect Colonials. No longer. Colonials should be 
consigned to C-4 Sales, except it will cost you more. 

8. C-4 Sale. As a member of the Colonial Coin Collectors Club, I was shocked to learn that the 
Club only receives 2% of the hammer. The club gets approximately $4,500 per year with an 
additional $1,000 - $1,500 in donations from M & G produced medals and hardbound copies 
of the catalog. M & G realizes approximately $23,000 - $25,000 in profit from the C-4 Sale. 

I hope that isn’t the kind of deal M & G will offer EAC in 2003 when a proposal from M & G 
on a profit-split basis will be made. I suggest that the C-4 Club renegotiate their contract 
with M & G. 

After producing 7 EAC catalogs and spending 150-200 hours per Sale, I feel I deserved 
better treatment at the 2000 EAC Convention. Am I angry? YES . Am I hurt? YES . You, as a 
member of EAC, have a voice in the future of EAC. Don’t sit on your hands. Give your opinions 
on the changes the Board made in the EAC Sale whether pro or con. 


************* 
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“HORSEPUCKY” 

Bill Noyes 


In my near 30 years as member of EAC and 13 years as Sale cataloguer I have been 
exposed to more than a normal amount of “horsepucky”; but the “changes” voted by the Board 
for the EAC Sale in 2001 are the largest pile of said “horsepucky” I’ve witnessed in recent 
memory. It’s a toss up whether the methods and procedures used to bring about these changes 
or the changes themselves are more objectionable to me. 

Here are the facts - The EAC Board voted to take the Sale away from a more-than- 
competent Tom Reynolds with only the briefest of warnings to any members or Tom for that 
matter. I had talked to Tom less than a week before EAC and March Wells had “informed” him 
M & G had made a proposal to take over the Sale and produce a catalog like C-4 - no details at 
that time - Board would vote on Saturday. At EAC “facts” began to filter out, but very few in 
attendance knew what was going on until after the fact. Answers before and after the vote were 
vague at best and purposely evasive at worst. More importantly, the reasons for making what 
surely will prove to be a major change in the purpose and direction of EAC and the Sale, were 
never explained in spite of questioning at the “members” meeting (Sunday morning) by past 
presidents Phil Ralls and Stu Hodge, and long-time members Doug Bird and myself. The 
implication was we were not entitled to the reasons, and since the Board had voted it was a 
done deal. It was obvious to all that this proposal and the method of passing it has been 
planned long in advance of EAC’s annual meeting - most certainly prior to the March FM/V 
deadline - but the proposers and officers did not have the proposal and comments and reasons 
spelled out ~ for the membership to read, comment on, and if deemed necessary, prepare 
counterproposals to be presented at EAC. Everything was a “back room deal preplanned, 
arranged, and agreed - a single, no-bid contract with a Board member, no less - has anyone 
ever heard of the term, “conflict of interest”? Tom Reynolds and the EAC members deserve a 
lot better. 

The plan, as best as can be determined from the sketchy details given, is for M & G to 
produce a C-4 type catalog for EAC 2001 and 2002 with a 10% seller’s and 10% buyer’s fee; 
but the seller’s fee is negotiable at M & G’s option. All proceeds after undefined expenses will 
go to EAC. 

EAC is a members-only, members-run club for researchers and collectors of early 
American copper. It is not now, never has been in the past, nor should it ever in the future 
become a business in any but the most superficial manner. 

During the presidency of Jeff Oliphant, an officially appointed EAC Committee produced 
a number of rules and criteria for EAC including those for the annual sale. This committee was 
careful to treat all consignors equally within the limits set by the committee. It adopted the $100 
minimum, it set the 500+ number of lots, and most importantly it set the equal commission 
sliding scale for all consignors. The one $200 consignment paid the same percentage as the 
$200,000 multiple lot consignment. It was deemed the only fair way for a club to act - let the 
small guy benefit from the well-heeled consignor. 

By way of contrast, the commercial auction has to cut deals to compete for major 
consignments to make a profit and beat out their commercial competitors. EAC then and EAC 
now has no need to charge commercial rates; indeed it is anathema to EAC’s club image and 
purpose to do so. One of the prime reasons for the EAC Sale is to give the members an easy, 

- 144 - 


inexpensive place to sell duplicates where the coins will have an audience of motivated, 
potential buyers. I have never understood why EAC wasn’t swamped with lots every 
year - any better variety or choice or average-plus large cent that is not a type or date 
coin will always bring more net in EAC than a commercial auction. I’ve heard all the 
anti-EAC Sale arguments: 

1) Grading is too strict. It does not matter; 90% of the coins in commercial auctions or 
EAC Sales bring what they are worth; only novices are fooled by commercial 
auctions’ overgrading and novices learn fast in the copper market or perish.) 

2) No plates. Totally irrelevant: 90% sell to floor, mail bids are never a factor - all 
major buyers will come to the sale or have a trusted representative there; the cost 
and trouble of pictures will not be recouped, especially if it means raising 
commission, from the rare mail bidder that will buy a coin from a plate - in reality, 
what is more important is proper detailed coin histories, whether it’s in an EAC Sale 
or a commercial auction - the commercial auctions’ use of coin histories is sketchy 
and self-serving at best and fraudulent at worst — EAC should require full disclosure. 
An Aside to this is, most significant coins have sold recently — a major change from 
years past - and if you know the coin’s history you can find a plate in a major 
reference or commercial catalog. (This is the real service commercial auctions 
provide EAC or any other collector: “ free ”, plated catalogs.) and 

3) ‘Limited” exposure. What utter nonsense! EAC always has more bidders than 
major auctions and virtually all are potential copper buyers; whereas half the small 
number at a commercial sale will be waiting for the damn copper to end so the real 
coins (e.g. Morgan dollars) can start - UGH! And do not overlook the collector who 
does not attend commercial sales but makes his annual trek to EAC and has to 
return with a few additions to his collection — the entire EAC Sale atmosphere gets 
the adrenaline flowing and competitive bidding is the norm rather than the exception. 

With one “secret” vote, behind closed doors, with no proper warning to the 
membership, the EAC Board voted a no bid contract to a member of said Board who 
makes a significant part of his living from commercial auctions. The “horsepucky” pile 
is getting aromatic as well as large! 

Why should the average EAC member care? The numbers alone should tell you 
- in EAC 2000 if you consigned a duplicate coin that was worth and brought $1000 you 
would receive $920 minimum and it could have gone to $940 or 960 if the sale was 
large enough - but EAC 2001 the same coin would hammer for $910. Remember 10% 
buyers fee, so buyer pays same $1001 but you the seller receive only $819 - I’m 
always amazed at how any collector can agree to pay 10-10; 5-15 or even 0-15 to a 
commercial auction — DO THE MATH — EAC Sales in the past were real bargains — now 
in one vote the Board has removed this option from the members. They explained it 
was necessary because M & G could not complete with themselves for consignments 
and need the same scale — nonsense; Superior (M&G) charges 15% buyer’s fee last 
sale I bid in - more “horsepucky”. 

4) Insurance argument. Another overblown issue; if EAC wants insurance pay for it 
(some EAC Sales were insured in past). EAC will be paying for it one way or the 
other, either directly or as an expense of sale. 
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5) EAC needs more money. More lying with statistics - $64,000 is plenty (actually too 
much) - even if $12,000 loss from EAC 1999 stands EAC has over $50,000 after 
EAC 2000 - it is illegal for non-profit organizations to build up large surpluses. 

I gather this vote is a done deal for next two years so EAC is stuck for then, but I 
want to make absolutely certain and 1 ask the lawyers amongst EAC to draw up a 
specific set of rules for any EAC Sales after these two years - which will be open for 
sealed competitive bidding prior to EAC 2002, produced as a hand out, and voted on by 
the membership not the Board (although the Board is welcome to and should make 
written recommendations and comments on the various bids). Obviously, prior proven 
cataloguing expertise is necessary to make a bid and the Board should retain the right 
to eliminate any unqualified groups or persons from participation in the bidding process. 
This proposal should be a very specific “form” that is filled out in its entirety - Do you 
have insurance? Enclose copy of contract. 2) Describe your experience (leave out the 
blonde from UCLA at spring break 1966!) etc. This form should be available by EAC 
2001 for comments, additions, and deletions. I repeat this is a major change in direction 
and purpose of EAC and only the members have the right to vote on such changes. 

Where is this headed if EAC’ers become sheep and let the Board handle such 
important changes in secret? I fear EAC will end up with the great deal C-4 (the 
Colonial Collectors Coin Club) has with their auction. Although financial statements are 
not printed in journal and details are “confidential”, the approximate numbers for C-4 
1999 are total prices realized: $200,000 - 2% to C4 $ 4000 ; expenses, including a very 
nice color covered catalog $10,000; with a 10-10% (I know for sure some large 
consignors get 5-10% or 0-10%) commissions would be $40,000; so even if half or 
consignors are paying only 5% that’s gross to M & G of over $20,000 — great deal for 
whom?!! 

If C-4 wants to have their sales for the benefit of M & G that’s their business and 
M & G is being smart in offering two years “free” because the transition to pay us after 
that would be a very easy one — ‘Look at the great catalogs and sales and the only way 
to have it continue is to continue the M & G tradition.’ In advance I say, Horsepucky! 

If EAC wants to pay for cataloguing, fine, but it had better be on a level playing 
field with everyone allowed to participate in the bidding process for the sale. We need 
only harken back to that other brilliant numismatic organization, ANA, and its handling of 
its recent auctions to see what happens when the boys in the back room make secret 
deals. 


*********** 
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EAC 2000 PHOTO ALBUM 



Jan Valentine & Dave Palmer at early Sale Lot Viewing 


And at the Thursday Reception: FriiFftalls 


Doug Bird, Sharon Bobbe, Jerry Bobbe, & Denis Loring 


and Ron Manley, Craig Sholley, & Bill Eckberg 


Don Valenziano & R. Tettenhorst 
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Members Spotted Around the Bourse 


Tony Terranova 


Allan and Charlie Davisson 


Tom Rinaldo 


Dan Holmes 


Convention Chair Tom Morley 
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Views at the Thursday Evening “Happenings’ 
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Chuck Heck 


Sondra Beymer 


2001 Convention Chair 
Steve Ellsworth 


Mark Borckardt 


EAC President March Wells 
r? . , m M' ! * *- 1 


Jack Beymer 


Jim Young with his Exhibit of Abused Cents 


nrpdit for All Photos : 
Frpri Lake, with thanks'. 





NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY REGIONAL MEETING, WITH “COINS FOR KIDS” 


There will be an EAC Regional Meeting Saturday June 17, at 10:30, at the 
Westchester Coin and Stamp Show, Westchester County Center, Bronx River 
Parkway, White Plains, New York. 

The agenda will be: 

1. The Florida EAC Convention 

2. Future national convention sites. 

3. Show and tell from members 

4. Don Valenziano’s impending move-or, Texas’s gain, New York’s loss. 


Also, let me introduce the “ Coins for Kids ” program. It became apparent at EAC 
2000 that our organization could do much more to foster learning and enjoying 
numismatics among young children. Therefore, Dan Trollan and I would like to start a 
Coins for Kids” program. The concept is simple— at a show or convention, we would 
be sure to get a decent-looking Large Cent into the hands of a young collector. We 
would talk about our hobby and answer any questions that they might have. 

EAC’ers are great in lending a helping hand. Mark Borckardt is coming to the 
Westchester Coin Show on June 17 to speak at the Young Numismatists meeting. His 
talk will be about the First U.S. Mint , and will start about 1-1:30 PM. Thanks to the 
generous contributions from Mike Fedder, Jerry Dowling, Don Valenziano, Wes 
Rasmussen and Dan Trollan, I will have a nice group of Large Cents to hand out to the 
kids. 

If any of you has a nice low grade Large Cent that you have no use for, you 
could send them to either Dan or me, and we will be very sure they find a home with a 
young collector. Thanks from both of us! 


Chuck Heck 


Contact Don Valenziano (631) 667-7324 

or 

Chuck Heck (631) 928-0909 
for additional details. 


Chuck Heck 
P.O. Box 298 
Bohemia, NY 11716 


Dan Trollan 
3301 1/2 Main Ave. 
Durango, CO 81301 


************* 
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NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W. 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
membership committee before the July issue of P-W, all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 
9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 


CITY, STATE 


MEMBER# 


Richard Roth 
Jim Lee 
Roger Saydack 
Patrick Gilbride 
Dora J. Gilmore 
John Butz 

Robert D. Restuccia 
Harry Powers 
John Silano 
Ed Aleo 
Richard Pearl 
Richard J. Donaluk 
Richard Pawlusiak 
Dean R. Streff 
Paul Gerrie 
Austin C. Moore 
Douglas C. Wolfenden 
Leonard Strathman 
Douglas L. Kurz 
Gary Lewis 
Ron Gillespie 
Steve Campau 
Kurt Palmer 


South Deefield, MA 
Olympia, WA 
Eugene, OR 
Burlingame, CA 
Santa Maria, CA 
Lancaster, PA 
Rockford, IL 
Wilmington, MA 
Harwinton, CT 
Winchester, MA 
Pembroke Pines, FL 
Newington, CT 
Macomb, Ml 
Lancaster, OH 
McMinnville, OR 
St. Albans, WV 
Owings Mills, MD 
West Palm Beach, FL 
New York, NY 
Cape Coral, FL 
Sleepy Hollow, NY 
Federal Way, WA 
Seattle, WA 


4818 

4819 

4820 

4821 

4822 

4823 

4824 

4825 

4826 

4827 

4828 

4829 

4830 

4831 

4832 

4833 

4834 

4835 

4836 

4837 

4838 

4839 

4840 


Spelling Correction: 

Dan Maguire Cape Canaveral, FL 


4806 


************* 
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ONE LITTLE IDEA 

OR 

WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND 
Denis W. Loring 

Part I — Somewhere out West. 

Les and Hal are friends, neighbors, and large cent collectors. Les has just 
traded Hal a VF-XF 1799 cent, receiving Hal’s choice VG-10 as part of the deal. 

Hal: “Thanks again, Les. My next target is a really nice 1793 Liberty Cap. I 
have a VF-20, but I’d love to get an XF.” 

Les: “Afraid I can’t help you there; mine’s only VG. But you know-1 think Denise 
has one for sale. Why don’t you give her a call?” 

“Why not give her a call?”-One little idea, and watch what happens: 

The next day, Hal picks up the phone. “Hey Denise, how’s it going. ..say, I’m 
looking for a high-grade ‘93 Cap. Rumor has it that you might have one available?” 

“Gee-funny you should call. I just got Ron’s XF S-13 and S-14, so my old S-13 
is a spare. It’s VF-35 and pretty nice. Would that work for you?” 

“Sounds terrific. Would you like my VF-20 in trade?” 

Part II - EAC 2000 

Denise wanders over to Les’s table. “Whadya bring?” 

“Just some duplicates-have a look. How about you?” 

Denise pulls a few coins out. “Wonderful color on that 1807/6, and this 1799 is 
the nicest 10 I’ve ever seen. ..I’ve only got one good one, a VF-20 S-13. What grade is 
yours?” 


“I have a VG. Let’s see it. ..how much?” 

“Well, I like the 273 as a keeper (love that color!), and that 1799 is too pretty to 
pass up. How about...” 

A short time later, the VF S-13 is heading back out west. Denise takes the 273 
and 1799 back to her table, next to dealer Dorn. 
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“Gorgeous 1799, Denise. Mind if I show it to someone? I think I have a home 
for it.” And after only a few minutes, Ike comes along, and takes it away. 

So what happened to Les’ one little idea? Hal has a new S-13 for his 
collection, Denise a 273 for hers, Ike a beautiful 1799 for his date set, and Les himself 
goes home with Hal’s old S-13, after a quick trip cross-country for both of them. One 
little idea, four happy collectors. 

And the story may not be over-now Les has a duplicate VG S-13, for sale or 
trade. Anyone need one? 


★ ★***★***★*★★ 


Re: THE OPENED OPEN COLLAR: A ROCK IS THROWN 


Larry Knee 


The British probably had an apparatus that swung over the anvil die, locking the 
striking levers, releasing the planchet when centered, and then swinging out of the 
way before the screw was activated. But we had limited presses, our facility could be 
closed at any time, and we needed to strike more than 30 coins per minute on a limited 
budget-you know, the American way: keep that machinery producing! 


So, take a piece of cylinder steel about two inches in diameter and slice off a 
piece about 5/8 inch thick. Now drill a hole all the way through the center of this piece 
(forming a ring), making the diameter just a hair larger than the diameter of the top of 
the die. The die of course is slightly larger in diameter than a planchet to allow for 
planchet expansion upon striking. Now taper the bottom half inch of the hole so that 
this cylinder can slide over the anvil die. (I’m estimating that the distance from the top 
of the die to the fat part of the die is a half inch.) 


Now taper in the opposite direction the top 1/8 inch of the collar, to allow 
ejection of the struck piece. See illustration: 


I 


> \ « l l 

\v » ' k •_< * J.!/ 
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(D 
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File some grooves into the top 1/8 inch taper so the planchet will tend to vibrate 
down to the top of the die and tend to center itself. Now form a lip on the top of your 
collar by grinding away more than 180 degrees of circumference down 1/16 inch. This 
lip helps the coiner slide the planchet into the collar faster and helps disallow 
overshooting the collar. Drill three or four screw holes into the bottom half inch of the 
collar, slide over the anvil die, secure with screws, and “commence firing.” 


The main purpose of this collar was to ensure that, at day’s end, all coiners 
could get together and give each other high fives . Caution: Joe Rust-don’t attempt 
tooling this device until the better design shows up in September! 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


RICHARD KURTZ WRITES, 

I’ve just reread your thoughts in the forward to “Bust Half Quotes” by Fricke/Karoleff , as well as 
your introduction to the January issue of Pennv-Wise . While I knew that you are a JRCS 
member, I wasn’t aware that you have an interest in early halves. I progressed from owning a 
few bust halves that my grandmother gave me as a nine year old to making my first bust half 
purchase in an Empire Coin Co. (Bowers & Ruddy) auction in 1962: one lot of three for $7.50 
and a VF 1809, 0.102 for $5.50. Compare that with today’s prices. That led to a Redbook set, 
to 100 die marriages necessary to become a member of the BHNC, to a safe deposit box laden 
with roughly 500 half dollars, 1 794 - 1 836. 

I believe that coin collecting today is already an elitist pastime, where big bucks in the hands of 
the few have driven out many former collectors, and discourage young people from becoming 
numismatists. Nearby Asheville once had three thriving coin clubs, all of which are now defunct. 
The two coin clubs remaining within a 20 mile radius are populated with grey beards like me, 
and a turn out of 15 at our monthly meetings is considered to be good. This in an area with a 
population exceeding 200,000 souls. 

You are probably correct that specialist collecting will continue, but it’s hard to envision broad 
based interest in the future, a source of regret for me. 

Hopefully, the membership appreciates not only the work that you do as editor of Pennv-Wise , 
but also your comments which are invariably insightful and thought provoking. Thank you. 


. . . and the Editor replies, 

Thanks for the thoughtful letter. 

I must admit, there are times when I feel as gloomy as you about the future of collecting. I 
certainly agree that there’s no going back to the halcyon days of the early ‘60s. As for coin 
clubs, in the so-called “tri-city area” of south central Nebraska where I live, with perhaps a 
population of 120,000 altogether, only one club hangs on. 

I’ve also seen nothing to change my mind about the inevitable decline in variety collecting. It 
was a neat game, while it lasted; it was a way for the man with KNOWLEDGE to get the edge 
on the man “with more money than brains," in Bill Jones’ inimitable phrase. . .But now, the 
knowledge in WIDESPREAD ENOUGH that, odds are, somebody who just made a fortune in 
Internet stocks, or San Jose real estate, or whatever other gimmick is hot this week, is prepared 
to pay a price that you or I would consider “wild and crazy” when we’re only prepared to go to 
the point of “wild.” And yet. . . 

I remember after Tony Terranova had tried to bid on four of the Eliasberg Seated Halves for me. 
(From the standpoints of both time spent in research and money expanded, I’ve really focused 
more on the Seated than the Bust halves.) And we struck out. And I was really down. But it 
turned out that Tony hadn’t been able to buy ANYTHING that night: He was “O for Monday.” 
And he was really upbeat, nonetheless. Why? The thrill of participation, I suspect. . .and the 
sense that there would be better buys another place, another day. 
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So if we keep the focus on the HUNT ITSELF, with its shifting focus from time to time; if we 
recognize that, as one area becomes ridiculously overpriced (say, UGLY R6 1796 cents), 
another becomes a comparative bargain (say, those Nichols Find beauties of the same year, 
which Sheldon found so “uninteresting”); if we accept the fact that, no, this isn’t a hobby for the 
kid with 20 bucks to spend, but neither (with a few overpublicized exceptions) is it the Sotheby’s 
Crowd, bidding in 100K increments; and finally, if we continue to LEARN, the knowledge gained 
will continue to enrich our participation, and continue to provide a competitive edge on the man 
with ONLY MONEY. 

* * * 

. . .and DICK KURTZ responds, 

One of my favorite sayings is, “The road to hell is paved with good intentions.” I’ve been 
meaning to respond to your reply, but other things seem to get in the way. 

While I am pessimistic about the hobby that I’ve been involved with since the age of nine, there 
are some positive aspects, not the least of which is the explosion of detailed literature resulting 
from some pretty darn good detective work on the part of many dedicated researchers. 
Publications like Pennv-Wise are a boon, too. And fortunately, there are two really cracker jack 
local dealers who grade and price conservatively. 

That being said, my concerns revolve around the grade and price inflation that you mentioned in 
your editorial. I am custodian (I won’t be around forever.) of 415 of the 453 known die 
marriages (DM's) in the capped bust half dollar series. Including pre-turbs and die states, the 
figure exceeds 500. I’m still lacking 18 easy (R-1, -2, -3) DM’s . I’ve seen these 18 numerous 
times, but refuse to buy a VF30 offered and priced as an XF 45. And many of these coins are in 
slabs. Today, initials in the fields, plugs, acid baths, corrosion and even holes are often ignored. 

Part of this may be the result of the mass of vest pocket dealers found at shows, but price 
inflation and greed on everyone’s part are the chief driving forces. The terms “Coin Industry” 
and “Market Maker” (Haven't heard that too much lately.) are a real turn off. 

I’ve gone on too long, and apologize for sounding off like this. I’ve seen many twists and turns 
in the hobby over the past 55 years, and am obviously unhappy with the current direction we are 
headed. 


* 


* 


GERALD KOCHEL writes, 

I would like to invite all members of EAC to exhibit at the National Coin Convention in 
Philadelphia this year. The Convention dates are Aug 9 - 13, 2000. You must be a member of 
the American Numismatic Association in order to exhibit. If you need an exhibit application, 
contact the ANA Convention Department at (719) 632 - 2646 or I will be glad to send you one. 
I’m looking for some beautiful half cent/large cent exhibits to help make ANA Philadelphia, 2000 
the best ever. 

Thank You, 

Gerald L. Kochel 
EAC #2676 
Exhibit Chairman 
Philadelphia - 2000 
P.O. Box 215 
Lititz, PA 17543 


* * * 
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MARCH WELLS WRITES, 

CHARLOTTE M. FRANKENFIELD 
1931 - 1999 

John Frankenfield, J.R., as most of us know him, lost his wife, Charlotte, to a tragic home fire in 
February. Charlotte was a constant companion to J.R. at many EAC events. She even bought 
a few nice coins at auctions. I was privileged to spend a few social occasions with Charlotte 
and J.R. and came to know her as one of lif^s originals and a great person. She will be 
missed. 


LLOYD RIGGLE writes, 

I read Red Henry’s letter in the March P-W and I was wondering if Large cents with rotated 
reverses are common or not? Are certain dates prone to this? I have a very low grade (actually 
it’s a filler) 1836 with a 180 reverse. I don’t know the variety. Can this be attributed? My 
address is 627 South Tonto Road, Golden Valley, AZ 86413-7730. Perhaps a response could 
be in a future P-W . Or if anyone writes to me I will have the answer published here. Thank you. 

************* 


FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 


I apologize that there was no column in the last issue. I missed the deadline as a result 
of being away from my computer due to a family illness. As a result, this report will be no longer 
the usual. 

Region 8 now has 248 members. Teri have joined since the EAC convention. During 
the past two months, Mark Switzer changed his ISP and this led to changes in format that 
evidently made some members unable to read the weekly emailing. He seems to have 
straightened all that out in a matter of just a few weeks-no mean feat since lots of recent web 
code is not backwards-compatible and anyone with an old browser could have trouble reading 
the newer formats. Mark deserves our congratulations on making the transition as painless as 
possible. And he did it in just a couple of weeks. 

As might be expected, the Convention was the primary topic of conversation. Each 
year, Mark Switzer puts up a list of Region 8 members who will be at the convention. This was 
begun back when the list was small and not even officially sanctioned by EAC. The “Connected 
Few” wanted to get together at the convention. Times have changed and the list grew to about 
fifty names for the 2000 convention. 

The newly-discovered 1796 NC7 that was reported in the January issue of P-W received 
comment from Red Henry and Craig Sholley. 

Gail Baker reported that the first steam press used by the US Mint to strike United 
States coins will be exhibited at the ANA World’s Fair of Money in Philadelphia in August 2000 
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and then will travel across the country to Colorado Springs for an extended educational exhibit 
at the ANA Museum. 

To commemorate this adventure, the press has been refurbished, refitted and will, once 
again, strike medals, thanks largely to the efforts of Joe Rust and Ron Landis of the Gallery Mint 
Museum. Which of our early coppers came off that press? 

Discussion of EAC 2000 began in earnest with March Wells and Jeff Noonan giving 
information about the Radisson at Port Canaveral. As is traditional, members of Region 8 
began to indicate whether or not they would be at the convention. Mark includes a list of those 
intending to be there at the end of each e-newsletter. 

John Warshawsky directed our attention to another e-newsletter, the E-Sylum, 
published weekly by the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. Curiously, it has about the same 
subscriber base as Region 8. If we are all copper maniacs and bibliomaniacs, does this mean 
that we are just maniacs? 

Frank Wilkinson wrote on Bob Schuman’s describing the life of Doug Smith. 

Brad Troemel reported the discovery of a scarce coin whose edge read ‘ONE 
HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR’. 

Dan Argyro reported on “The List”. It is not dead, but it is bleeding badly, and he hoped 
that someone else can get it going. 

Steve Carr and Doug Bird will be teaching an early American coppers class at the ANA 
Summer Conference. 

Steve also reported an 1835 N-12 recently that has the reverse rotated about 45 
degrees clockwise. John Wright indicated that this rotation is common. 

Mike Bristow described the sale of the unattributed 1808/7 C-1 on eBay that was also 
reported in P-W . 

Jerry Stubblefield needs the following: 1793, 1795, 1796, 1797, 1802, 1850, 1856, and 
1 857 for his set of holed half cents. 

Tom Deck and H. Craig Hamling reported their activities at the FUN show. 

Tom Madigan reported some updates to his Colonials Rarity Ratings Guide. Stan 
Stephens made some additions. 

Ron Manley asked half cent collectors to check for repunching at the base of the 8 of 
the date (on the right side) of their 1 835 half cents and report to him on the variety and whether 
or not repunching can be seen. His results appeared in the March issue of P-W, 

Dan Freidus reported a strong Perkins sale. 

Ron Manley, Frank Wilkinson, R. Tettenhorst and I discussed an apparently newly- 
discovered high CC-level 1796 no-pole half cent auctioned off by Heritage. If genuine (and 
there is some reason for doubt), it has eluded discovery for more than 150 years. 
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Roxanne Goldberg discussed a number of issues, including the pricing of error coins. 

Chuck Heck finally got a new email address. This is significant as he has for a long 
time been the only participant (?) on Region 8 without an email address! 

Red Henry reported that the quarterly show at Vienna, Virginia was PACKED. Copper 
specialist dealers Steve Ellsworth and Jim Long always attend these shows. 

The show also was my first opportunity to see the new Sacagawea “golden” dollar 
(offered by several dealers for $2 at the show, though I bought mine at Wal-Mart the night for 
face value). Roxanne Goldberg reported that she has been promoting the new coins. 

Stan Stephens wrote an extended commentary on Voce Populi varieties. 

Ron Guth reported an interesting project at his “Coinfacts” web site 
( http://www.coinfacts.com ) which has a free online attribution guide for Large U.S. Cents, now 
complete from 1829-1839. The goal of this project is to provide variety attribution guides not 
only for all dates in the Large Cent series, but Half Cents, Colonials, and all other U.S. coins. 

Ken Schugars reported what may be a very disturbing situation. There was an 1835 
Nil in decent VG, a scarce variety. Apparently, the dealer claimed he has several, nearly 
identical specimens. Hmm... 

Ed Stoegars is looking for a copy of the Frederick Taylor auction PRL. 

Gene Anderson wrote that he is looking for a “Copperhead” badge made by cutting 
down a large cent. For those who are familiar with this item, a Copperhead was someone from 
the North who opposed the North's continuing prosecution of the “War of Northern Aggression.” 
They advertised their position by wearing a badge consisting of a Liberty Head. Several 
companies made these badges, but some people would just cut down a large cent leaving the 
Liberty Head and mount a pin on the reverse. Sometimes the pieces were holed for wearing 
around the neck or just carried as a pocket piece. 

Jon Lusk, EAC Webmaster, reported the EAC 2000 sale catalog up on the website. The 
catalog came out on the website before it was mailed. The EAC website is an excellent 
resource for this kind of information. 

Peter Koch wrote that several ex-Eliasberg half cents are now available from various 
dealers. 

H. Craig Hamling and Dan Argyro indicated that Craig is now the sole proprietor of 
USCents.com. 

Red Henry reported on the region 3 meeting at the Baltimore show, reported on the 
Vienna, VA show and renewed his ongoing request for collections to be added to the Early-Date 
Report. 


Jon Warshawsky wrote: “Wow, this Region 8 newsletter gets results.” He used it to 
get participants for his excellent educational form and monitors for the Large Cent Happening 
tables. He was very specific that “If you are not trustworthy please do not respond.” 
Fortunately, this limitation would disqualify very few EAC’ers. 

John Heninger and Craig Sholley discussed a number of interesting ideas and 
comments on the http://photopoint.com/users/U117602.html . 
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Unfortunately, there was another robbery. Rick Snow forwarded the list of coins stolen 
from Ed Hipps Sr. on April 9, 2000, in Baton Rouge, LA coming home from the New Orleans 
Show. 


Jerry Stubblefield, Mark Switzer, Ron Manley, Dan Trollan and I wrote about goings 
on at the convention. Topic A seemed to be the astronomical price for the gripped edge half 
cent! 


Dan Freidus wrote with some ideas concerning the literature section of the EAC Sale. 

Fred Truex and Steve Carr wrote with questions about the changes upcoming to the 
EAC Sale. Mark Switzer responded with a request that one of the national officers describe 
them to region 8. This type of rapid information exchange is an example of what Region 8 can 
do for the club as a whole. 

Dennis Fuoss wrote that he had attended the Pacific Northwest Numismatic 
Association show in Portland, and enjoyed seeing a number of familiar faces amongst the 
crowd. He also commented that ‘after you “stay in the hunt” for a few years, the people that you 
encounter start to take on as much (dare I say, more?) significance as those round brown 
disks.’ How true! 

Jon Warshawsky briefly reported on the Board discussions that led to the acceptance 
of a proposal from McCawley and Grellman Auctions to catalogue the EAC Sale for the next two 
years. He also reported that the EAC website (www.eacs.org ) would now have links to other 
numismatic websites on a reciprocal basis. Such links would have to be approved by a 
subcommittee of Jon and Jon Lusk, EAC Webmaster. This decision was made because the 
website is becoming a significant resource for attracting new members. 

Finally, Wes Rasmussen reported being offered a Liberty Cap cent that had been made 
from two GMM reproductions that had been joined so there was no COPY stamp on either side. 

************* 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
July 15, 2000 issue is June 30, 2000. All ads must include the individual membership number 
of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 
606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise, does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise, nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto, Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, suspension, 
or terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 
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What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 

and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, but 
yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can 
be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your pictures are 
so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


What others think of “The CENT Book”: Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didnDt leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I would 

expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


************* 


Ron Manley, EAC #3909 300 Turnberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: “The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793-1857” 

This 300-page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award. 
Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and updated information on all business strike 
half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse descriptions are provided for each diet state. 
Also included are over 250 plated die states, emission sequence revisions, rarify estimates, 
reverse rotation data for each variety, references to major copper sales, blundered edge 
examples, and more. All photographs are large (3-inch diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter 
for die states). 

$75.00, postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 


William C. Noyes, EAC #363 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

BRAND NEW 

CQR/NOYES CONDITION CENSUS, 1793 S-1 through 1814 S-295 

• Same small format as CQR - easy to carry to shows. 

• Ajl modern coin histories - listing grades and prices. 

• Absolutely essential for every buyer of large cents. 

• Top 12 to 20 coins listed for each variety. 

Now available! 

Send all orders to me at the above address. Cost $35 plus $3 postage. 

************* 
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EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790’s: British tokens and books about them. We 
publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19 th century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18 th century “Conder” tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19 th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

Allan Davisson EAC #3299 Cold Springs, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(302) 685 - 3825 FAX (302) 685 - 8636 email: davcoin@aol.com 


************* 


ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 

I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. 
This info will be placed on a personalized 2x2 card to accompany each coin. Price for the 
service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, liftetime guarantee. 

Please note I am sold out of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 . 
Estimated publication date for the third edition is 2002. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 

(407) 321 - 8747 


CHUCK HECK, EAC #514 PO Box 298 Bohemia, NY 1 1716 

FOR SALE: 

1794 S-21 Fine - Nice brown, no problems, a pretty coin $650 

1794 S-44 VG-F Dark brown, 4 old obverse pin scratches in field by neck, 

rev. break, a nice coin. $500 

WANTED: 

S-17 in nice VG to F; S-33 and S-39 in any nice condition. Please write if available. 


************* 


JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 PO Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626- 1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRUSH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th 
Century Aconder @ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et all), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************* 
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Alan V. Weinberg, EAC 1899 


23321 Aetna 


Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 348-3749 


I am interested in acquiring ANY 1793 Wreath Cent (except S-6 and S-llc) in choice, true EF- 
45 to AU-58 (not “slab grade”). Well struck, good color, flawless fields, no rim dings. I will pay 
CQR “choice” +++. Particularly want Sheldon 5 Wreath in true 40 or better. 

Also want 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage - Oak & Pine Tree. EF-40 or better, full 
undipped flan, well-struck and problem free. Particularly need OT 6 and 3 pence. 

I also collect “Old West” and “Deep South” old saloon and military fort trade tokens, silver Indian 
Peace and pre-1900 American historical gold and silver medals. 


************* 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 PO Box 24529 Omaha, NE 68124 

(402) 895-3065 


1794 

C#4a 

R3 

F12 

$ 1200 

Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. State 3.0. A++ 

1804 

C#9 

R2 

XF40+ 

725 

Crosslet 4. Stems. Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. C 

1804 

C#13 

R1 

VF35+ 

335 

Plain 4. Stemless. Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces 
State 1.0 A++ 

1809/6 

C#5 

R1 

AU50+ 

435 

Brown with choice, frosty surfaces. State 2.0. C 

SEND NAME AND ADDRESS TO 

RECEIVE 

FREE PRICE LISTS 


************* 


GREG HEIM, EAC #619 PO Box 7652 North Brunswick, NJ 08902-7652 

(732) 297-8661 from 9 AM to 9 PM ET only E-mail: qanq-of-four@aerols.com 

WANTED TO BUY: 

One Gallery Mint Fugio Cent in Proof. Please contact us with your asking price. 


************* 


JOSEPH V. DOOLEY, EAC #2409 PO Box 1572 Hurst, TX 76053 

(817) 283-8616 

OVER 2000 LARGE CENTS FOR SALE 

Here is an opportunity to fill some holes. Many of these coins can be had for as little as $8. 
Some as high as $1000. They have all been graded and attributed by a noted third party 
expert. All are priced to sell. Three lists are available - for Early, Middle, and Late Dates. 
Please send a “9 x 4 S.A.S.E.” with 55$ postage for each list. Postage will be refunded with first 
order from any list. 


********* 


DENIS LORING, EAC #11 Box 363 


New York, NY 10101 


1819 N2 ex-Superior 5/89 MS-63 $1100 

1828 N6 ex-EAC ’89:293 as MS-65 by Noyes $2750 


************* 
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HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #234<T 

PO Box 2018 | 

Arlington, VA 22202 I 



(703) 979-1942 


1806 ’/ 2 0 C-2 VF-25/15 appealing light brown, ex-NTL Auctions 

1804 S-22 VF-20 smooth brown, ex-NTL Auctions 

1798 S-146 R5 VG-8/GD-6 

1798/7 S-1 50 R5 VG-10 plus/VG-8 ex-Lester Merkin, E AC Auction 1/79 
1808 S-279 close to VF-20, ex-NTL Auctions, choice 

1817 N-7 VF-35/25 rim ding, steel brown, boldly detailed 

1820/19 N-3 AU-50 ANACS, light brown, very choice 

1823 N-2 NGC VF-20/15 plus 2 rim cuds, Superior 9/98, lot 1409 light brown 

1 826 N-9 EF-45/35 bold light brown 

Postage, any order, $3.00 


695 

575 

125 

975 

325 

185 

550 

695 

195 


************* 


JAN VALENTINE, EAC #479 2966 Soscol Avenue, #76 Napa, CA 94558 

(707) 252-3383 

* CARE * 

The best stuff for copper coins. They don’t make it anymore. When it’s gone, it’s gone. I have 
a few bottles left that I’m selling for $55. 

************* 


^ROBERT MCLAUGHLIN, EAC #4722 j 2836 Shantar Drive 


Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


WANTED: A collector, investor, or dealer who has spent time and fortune in Early American 
coppers, and who wants the MAXIMUM SECURITY against FIRE, and MOISTURE, and all 
possible BURGLAR tool and torch attacks. For the highest security possible, and remarkably 
reasonable delivered and installed prices, call me at Maximum Security Save Corp. (800) 538- 
0600, a national organization dedicated to supplying the coin fraternity for years with the highest 
security, with professional and discreet delivery to your home or office. Send for complete safe 
specifications and installed prices, complete with state-of-the-art electronic digital lock systems 
for duress (silent alarm) to wire to your perimeter alarm system! 

************* 


HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS WANTED WITH ‘PERKINS’ COUNTERSTAMP 

Wanted for my personal collection. Any condition, any name or initials. Also want U.S., British 
and any other tokens with 'Perkins’ on them. I would also appreciate any information on 
unlisted tokens of the above. I am also interested in ‘STRONG’ and ‘LOOMIS’ counterstamps. 

W. David Perkins, EAC #2664 
8126 S. Glencoe Ct. 

Littleton, CO 80122-3876 
Days (303) 773-5565 


************* 
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WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION 

1836 N 6 die state IV large cent 
EAC 15 th anniversary medallion 
EAC membership token 
“R E Bynum” saloon token 

Please send cost to Gene Anderson, EAC #4718, P.O. Box 9037, Paris, Texas 75462, 
(903) 785-7511, ext. 241, (903) 785-8519 (fax), or genea@1starnet.com. 


************* 


FREDERICK ORLANDO, EAC #4422 


1803 Cl VG 

1806 Cl Stemless 

1809 C3 

1825 Cl 

1838 

1839 
1844 
1847 
1851 

1857 Flying Eagle Cent 

3.00 postage all orders please 


PO Box 880 


PCGS VF20 Choice 
PCGS VF35 Choice 


PCGS AU58 Beautiful coin 

Net Fine 
Net VF 
ANACS EF45 


Shingle Springs, CA 95682-0880 

$ 39.00 
$ 87.50 
$ 135.00 
$ 49.00 
$ 20.00 
$ 550.00 
$ 20.00 
$ 18.00 
$ 37.00 
$ 97.00 


Fine 15 
N12 F15 

Nil Booby 
N4 F15 
N5 Ruff VF 

N24 EF SI. Dark 


************* 

GARY A. TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 1729 Terrace Drive Vestal, NY 13850 


FOR SALE: 1786 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 5 2-1 

FA/F. Rarity-3, mailed bust left variety. Medium brown, slightly granular surfaces Nice 
large, round planchet with full legends. Most of the date is present except for the bottom tips 
of the numerals which are off the flan. No man-made problems. Good eye appeal. $155.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


************* 


EUGENE STERNLICHT, EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen #306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 

Selling small format catalogs by McCawley & Grellman: 

CL #1 , 1/91 - Sale #2 mail bid 6/94 - Sale #2 8/91 - Sale #3 9/91 - Sale #4 1/92 - Sale #5 
8/92 -Sale #6 9/92 -Sale #7 1/93 -Sale #8 6/93 -Sale #9 7/93 -Sale #10 10/93 - Auction 
#1 1/94 12 catalogs total: $36 

Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Proof Coins 1722-1977 . 

mint $ 40 

Fixed price list #69, U.S. Half Cents, Brobston, 1963, Fine $10 

U.S. Cents Mail Bid Sale #4, April 1999, by Argyro & Hamling $ 5 


************* 
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PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 


PO Box 1288 


Coupeville, WA 98239 
Fax (360) 240 - 8360 


BRITISH TOKENS of the 18 th century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is or a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also 
have many books on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun 
and interesting. Call me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy. 


************* 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(513) 771 -0696 


$7.00 pkg of 250 

$3.00 

$3.00 

$8.50 per 1000 


For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 
Jewelers Tissue 4x4 inch sheets box of 1 000 

Xylol 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner (bought small qty at prem price) 

Cast iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer 
Heavy Duty 28 lb Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, white, brown 
pkg of 100 $3.25 box of 800 $21.00 

Cotton Liners 1 00 percent soft cotton flannel interior 

standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample 
VIGOR 1 0X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 
on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic 
Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816 - 1835 
Superior Galleries Auction Catalogues Please call or write 


$2.50 


$13.00 ea 
$16.00 


send SASE for sample 
Fit inside 

$23.00 pkg of 100 
best glass 

$39.00 each with cord 
$5.00 approx 37 pgs 


Add $4.25 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping, 
street address. 


Shipping by UPS - You must give a 


JON LUSK, #351 


Penny-Wise on CD-ROM (Version 2) 


Send to: 


Contains all 30 years (1967 - 1996) 

Contains all EAC auctions with prices realized entered alongside lot description 
(includes Bill Noyes color photos for ’83 thru ’87) 

Easier variety searching. 

Windows / DOS / Mac compatible Cost: $117.00 

Shipping & Handling 4.00 

Credit for returning old Version I CD-ROM - (-$40.00) 

New member credit if joined in last 6 months (-$1 0.00 

Digital Dynamics Total 

3055 Plymouth Rd. 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 Check one: 

(734) 995-2400 LJ DOS/Windows | | Mac 


************ 
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Jim McGuigan 
EAC #355 


Box 133 


N. Versialles, PA 15137 
(412) 247-4484 (800) 863-2581 Ext 01 


The following is a fresh comprehensive offering of large cents from 1793 to 1857. It includes many of the 
scarce dates and Redbook varieties. Most of the coins, particularly the middle and late dates, have choice 
color and surfaces. Please call if you would like more detailed descriptions of any of the coins. Note: 
P=PCGS and N=NGC certified). Happy hunting! 


1793 S-3 EF45 (N) 

26,500 

1826 N-5 AU50 

1,300 

1793 S-9 EF40 

7,850 

1826N-8 VF30 

1,200 

1793 S-13F12 

13,000 

1827 N-l 1 EF45 

750 

1795 S-75 AU55 

9,000 

1828 N-l 1 MS63 

2,900 

1796 S-84 AU58 (P) 

10,000 

1829 N-5 VF35 

2,650 

1796 S-l 19 MS61BN (N) 6,250 

1829 N-6 AU50+ 

1,450 

1797 S-121b VF30 

2,300 

1831 N-3 MS60 

1,400 

1797 S-l 31 VF20 

2,500 

1831 N-6 MS60+ 

1,250 

1797 S-135 MS61BN (N) 5,000 

1832 N-l AU50 

550 

1798 S-l 55 VF20 

2,750 

1832 N-3 EF45 

700 

1798 S-l 66 EF40 

2,000 

1833 N-2 MS60 

850 

1798 S-l 87 EF40 

2,250 

1834 N-l AU55 

400 

1800 S-190 VG10 

1,800 

1834N-4 MS60+ 

1,000 

1800 S-197 AU58 (P) 

6,000 

1834 N-6 AU50 

2,450 

1801 S-219F15 

2,750 

1835 N-l EF45 

700 

1801 S-221 VF20 

1,250 

1835 N-14 MS60 

1,875 

1802 S-241 AU50 

4,500 

1836 N-l MS60 

800 

1803 S-243 VG8 

500 

1837 N-5 AU50+ 

375 

1803 S-258 AU50 

2,500 

1837 N-10 MS63+ 

1,650 

1803 S-264 VG8 

9,500 

1839 N-2 MS63 

1,500 

1803 S-265 F12 

600 

1839N-4 AU55 

675 

1 804 S-266b VF20 

3,000 

1839 N-l 1 MS64BN (N) 

2,000 

1807 S-272 VG7 

3,500 

1839N-8 MS60+ 

1,050 

1807 S-273 VF25 

1,500 

1840 N-5 MS60+ 

1,275 

1807 S-274 VF20 

600 

1841 N-4 MS60 

1,500 

1807 S-276 VF25 

900 

1842 N-l MS60 

1,100 

1808 S-277 VF20 

1,300 

1842 N-6 MS63 

2,200 

1808 S-279 VF20 

1,100 

1843 N-2 MS60+ 

1,450 

1809 S-280 VF35 

2,500 

1843 N-5EF45 

275 

1811 S-286EF40 

6,500 

1845 N-5 MS60 

850 

1811 S-287 EF40 

3,150 

1846 N-l MS60 

450 

1812 S-290 MS62 (N) 

5,750 

1846 N-14 AU55 

650 

1813 S-292 EF40 

2,000 

1847 N-20 MS60 

650 

1814 S-294 AU58 (N) 

4,500 

1848 N-9 MS60 

550 

1814 S-295 MS61BN (N) 5,250 

1849 N-6, 22 MS60+ 

950 

1816 N-2 MS60+ 

750 

1850 N-7 MS63 

700 

1817 N-14 MS60 

675 

1851 N-3 MS60+ 

1,950 

1817N-16 AU50+ 

2,350 

1852 N-l MS60+ 

550 

1818 N-10 MS60+ 

450 

1854 N-8 MS60+ 

400 

1819 N-l MS60+ 

1,750 

1855 N-4MS63 

500 

1819 N-2 MS60+ 

900 

1855 N-10 MS64 

1,100 

1819N-8 MS60+ 

900 

1855 N-10 AU50 

100 

1820 N-l AU50 

1,075 

1856 N-8 MS63 

650 

1820 N-l 3 MS60 

300 

1856 N-14 MS63 

375 

1820 N-l 5 MS63+ 

1,500 

1857 N-l MS63 

1,950 

1823 N-l VF30 

2,850 

1857 N-4 MS63 

1,650 

1824 N-l EF45 
1824 N-2 AU55 

2,650 

2,800 
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Pre-Long Beach Sale 

June 5-7 in Beverly Hills 

FEATURING 

The C. Douglas Smith Collection 

[Part I] 


Presented by Superior Galleries in conjunction with McCawley-Grellman 



1803 S-244 Large Cent 

R4. About Uncirculated 55. 
Finest Known. 


1797 S-129 Large Cent 

R6. Very Fine 35. 
Finest Known. 


1803 NC-1 Large Cent 

R5+. F15+. 

Second Finest. 




We are pleased to present selections from The C. Douglas Smith Collection of U.S. Large Cents in our 
upcoming June Sale. Exceptional examples of each numbered variety for the years 1797 and 1803 are 
offered. Many are of condition census quality. Also featured is a high grade date set from Mr. Louis Ullian. 

Join us in our Beverly Hills Gallery as we present these exceptional early coppers and many more, among 
over 3,000 lots of United States, World, and Ancient coinage. 

CATALOGUE ORDERS (800) 421-0754 

AUCTION INQUIRIES: Steve Deeds, Director of Numismatics 
(310) 203-9855, ext. 230/ steve@superiorgalleries.com 

See our catalogue online at www.superiorgalleries.com 



SUPERIOR 

McCawley-Grellman 


The Copper Experts 


TM 


AUCTIONEER 

ANA 

2000 

NATIONAL 
MONEY SHOW. 


Superior G alle rie: 

BEVERLY HILLS 


JL 


AUCTIONEER 

ANA 

2001 

NATIONAL 
MONEY SHOW.. 


9478 W. OLYMPIC BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212-4246 • WWW.SUPERIORGALLERIES.COM 




THE 


CENT 


BOOK 


1816-1839 


JOHN I), WEIGHT 


Give him/her a 


VE<RT SOCIAL gi<FT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 


John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 






















































1794 

NC.10 




INNER BERRY 
AT T-CENT 


OUTER 

LEAF 

UNDER ME 

STEMLESS 


DIE CHIP 

INSIDE 

C-CENT 


32222 


SEVEN 

SHORT 

LOCKS, 

VERY 

SHORT 

BUST IN 

BACK _ 


NO LOOP 
UNDER BUST 


CLOSE DATE - 1 AND 4 TOUCH ABOVE 


BERRIES - LEFT 4 INNER, 2 OUTER - RIGHT 3 INNER, 3 OUTER 


NC.10 SHORT BUST / INSIDE BERRY AT T 

OBVERSE: 19 (nc.io,43,44,nc.s) The bust is very short in back and like obverses 2,3,4,7,21,22 and 23, 
it lacks the loop at the bottom where the bust joins the lower lock. The hair is thick and in wavy 
lines, with the locks decidedly shorter than on previously listed obverses. Hair terminates in seven 
fine locks of about equal thickness. The date is tall, closely spaced, with the 4 touching the bust and 
the 1 almost touching the hair. 

REVERSE: 00 (nc.io) Six berries on each branch. Left four inner, two outer. Right three inner, 
three outer. Inner berry a T-CENT just about even with top of T. Outer leaf under ME stemless. 
Solid center dot under left upper serif of N-CENT but not touching. Conspicuous die chip inside C- 
CENT. Minute die chip just above right ribbon bow. 

COLLECTIBLE DIE STATES: None 

CONDITION CENSUS: Rarity 8+ 

32222 1 1 0 Chris Young (ANA’94) - RSB II, 1 996:61 - Dan Holmes 


LIBERTY HIGH 





1794 

NC.ll 


DEFECT BETWEEN 
BASES OF LI 


LAPPING 

ISOLATES 

SOME 

CURLS 


WIDE DATE. 


SHORT FRACTION 


NOT COVERING 1 


— 4 SLANTS 
LEFT 


1794 


33998 


BERRY 
UNDER 
RIGHT 
EDGE OF 
UPRIGHT 
OF R 


OBVERSE: 8 (25,NC.8,26,NC.ll) The date is wide with especially great distance between 7 and 9, the 4 
slants markedly to the left and is less than 0.5mm from the bust. The pole is a little more than its 
own width from the bust. Defect between bases of LI. LIBERTY is high. Die has been lapped with 
two severed hair strands below highest point and general weakness in lower curls. 

REVERSE: J (nc.h. 32 ) Short fraction bar which does not cover the 1. Six berries on each branch. 
Right stem points directly at right side of last A-AMERICA and is almost straight. Berry under right 
edge of upright of R. Leaf under T-CENT does not reach base of T-CENT. 

COLLECTIBLE DIE STATES: None 

CONDITION CENSUS: Rarity 8 
33998 1 6 Jim Young (NH) - RSBII, 1996:37 - Dan Holmes 

39100 2 2 Jim Young (MD) 


